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the guarantee. Mr. B. was well aware that the 
interests of individuals ought to be supported by 
their Governments to a ceriain degree, but he did 
not think that Governments were bound to push 
such interest to the extremity of war—he did not 
admit that the rights of the whole were to be 
jeoparded by the claims of individuals—the safety 
of the community was paramount to the claims ot 

rivate citizens. He would proceed to see if the 
interests of our citizens had been neglected by this 
Government. These claims have been urged, said 
Mr. B., from year to year, with all the earnest- 
ness and zeal due from the nation. But they went 
on from bad to worse, till negotiations were in vain. 
We then assumed a hostile position. During the 
year 98 more than twenty laws were passed by 
Congress upon this very subject—some ror raising 


troops—some for providing arms and munitions 


of war—some for fitting out a naval force, and so 
on. Was this negotiating the claims of our cit- 
izens? We went as far as the interests of the 
nation would permit. We prosecuted these claims 
to the very verge of plunging into that dreadful 
war then desolating Europe. The Government 
then issued its proclamation of neutrality and non- 
intercourse. 

Mr. B. next proceeded to show that France had 
no just claims upon us, arising from the guarantee. 
This guarantee, said Mr. B., was not considered 
binding, even by France herself, any further than 
was consistent with our relations with other 
nations; that it was so declared by her Minister; 
and, moreover, that she achanveledged the justice 
of our neutrality. These treaties had been violated 
by France, and the United States could not surely 
be bound by treaties which she had herself viola- 
ted; and, consequently, we were under no obliga- 
tion on account of the guarantee. 

Mr. B. went on to show that, by the terms of 
the treaty of 1800, the debts due to our citizens 
had not been relinquished; that as the guarantee 
did not exist, and as the claims had not been 
abandoned, Mr. B. concluded that these claims 
ought not to be paid by this Government. He 
was opposed to going back thirty-four years to 
sit in judgment on the constituted authorities of 
that time. There should be a stability in the 
Government, and he was not disposed to question 
the judgment of the man (Washington) who has 
justly been called the first in war and the first in 
peace. We are sitting here to rejudge the decis- 
10ns of the Government thirty-four years since. 

When Mr. BIBB concluded— 

Mr. SHEPLEY moved an amendment to the 
bill providing that the five millions appropriated 
shall be in full satisfaction of all the claims for 
French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he saw no objection to 
the amendment. The five millions in the bill was 
not an arbitrary sum, but he thought it bore the | 
same proportion that the appropriation did for 
satisfaction of the Florida claims. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PRENTISS said that as he was a mem- 
ber of the committee which reported this bill, | 
it might be expected that he wouid give an ex- | 
pression of his views upon the subject of it. He 
forbore to enter into the inquiry whether war 
existed between the United States and France, | 
or not, because all this was superseded by the 
treaty of 1800. We were bound to look to the 
basis on which that treaty was finally concluded. 
He thought the whole matter neither complex | 
nor difficult. The justice of the claims upon | 
France never had been denied by that Govern- 
ment; and it was fully proved, if a doubt existed 
on the subject, by the tone and language of | 
the public journals of the day. Having admit- 
ted them, France set up counter claims on her 
part, and her claims relative to the islands, gave 


rise to great uneasiness and trouble to the Govern- || 


ment of the United States. France continued to | 
press her claims, until, by the treaty of 1800, it | 
was conceded the claims of both nations were sub- | 
sisting. And the final consummation of the whole | 


8 


was that the release of the claims on the one side 
| was a release of those on the other. This was 
| Mr. Madison’s opinion, and he was fully compe- 
tent to form a correct judgment on the subject. 
No one, he thought, who would examine the doc- 
| uments on the subject, could deny the justice of 
the claims, and if they were released, it followed 
that the Government of the United States had 
appropriated private property to public use, and 
of course were bound to make compensation there- 
for. Mr. P. disclaimed any interest or partiality 
| for the claims, as he did not believe that a single 
citizen of his State had one cent to receive from 
| them should they be allowed. Tle believed they 
| were founded in justice, and, therefore, he would 
vote for the bill. 
Mr. WEBSTER said he did not wish to pro- 
tract the debate. Some gentlemen who desired to 
vote upon the question were absent fram indis- 


| position, and, therefore, he would move to post- | 


| pone the further consideration of the bill to Mon- 


the question might be taken at that time. 
The motion was agreed to. 


FRENCH RELATIONS. 


Mr. CLAY rose and said, that he had yielded 
| to the solicitations of his friends, by moving to 
postpone the consideration of the report and res- 
olution of the Committee on Finance upon our 
relations with I’rance, which was made the special 
order for this day, till to-morrow. His sense of 
the necessity of a prompt disposition of this sub- 


‘would then insist upon its being taken up. 
The motion was agreed to. 





ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
afwer which 
The Senate adjourned. 


| 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| 


Tuespay, January 13, 1835. 


Petitions and memorials were, by consent, pre- 
sented by— 

Messrs. LYTLE and CRANE, of Ohio; 

Mr. HEATHI, of Maryland; and 

Mr CHINN, of Virginia; 

Which petitions and memorials were referred. 


Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of John Brahan, late receiver of public 
moneys at Eluntsville, Alabama; which was read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for certain roads, and examinations for surveys 
for the year 1835; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
purchasing six acres of ground adjoining Fort 
McHenry, in the State of Maryland, for the use 
of the United States. 


Mr. BOON, by consent, submitted the. follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to: 





expediency of establishing a post route from Proc- 


| torsville to Mount Prospect, in Crawford county, | 


Indiana. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on the Judi- 


in certain cases relating to patent rights, to the 
Supreme Court of the United States; which was 
read twice and postponed for two weeks. 





Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, from the || 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill 
authorizing the payment of an outfit, and to pro- 
vide for certain expenditures of Nathaniel Niles; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to purchase certain 
land near Baltimore; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Unfavorable reports upon petitions, &c., were 
made by Messrs. WILLIAMS, GILMER, and 
SLADE; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. McCARTY moved to reconsider the vote 
of yesterday, rejecting the following resolution 
submitted by Mr. Lane: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


| of appropriating a portion of the refuse public 


| 


| 


| 


ject was so strong, that he gave notice that he | 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | 


| senting to the [louse for adoption. 


lands, to aid the State of Indiana in constructing a 
canal from the National Road in said State, down 
the Valley of White Water to Laurenceburg, on 


day next, with the expectation that a vote upon | the Ohio river. 


Mr. McCARTY remarked, that when this reso- 
lution was offered yesterday, he was under the 
impression, as he suggested at the time, that the 
subject-matter embraced in it had been previously 
referred to a standing committee. Upon exami- 
nation, he discovered that he was mistaken; and 
he had therefore moved a reconsideration of the 
vote; and hoped the resolution would be adopted, 

Mr. LANE said, he regretted he could not, in 
justice to himself, accept the kind aid of his good 
teeling colleague, (Mr. McCarry,] in the motion 
he had made to reconsider the vote of yesterday, 
rejecting the resolution he had the honor of pre- 
That it was 

his intention to present it anew to the House, 
| locating its commencement. 
| That he had made no effort to carry the resolu- 
tion on yesterday, after the statement of his col- 
league, (Mr. McUarry,] ** that the subject embraced 
‘in the resolution had been heretofore referred to a 
‘standing commiltee.’’ Ele supposed the state- 
ment true, for he had not supposed it possible for 
his colleague, or any other gentleman on this 
floor, to hazard any statement of which he was 
not fully apprized. Buton examination, said Mr. 
L., he had become satisfied that no such resolu- 
_ tion, as supposed, had been referred. 
The resolution under consideration, called for 
|an inquiry into the propriety of appropriating a 
portion of the refuse public lands to aid the State 
in constructing a canal from the national road 


| down the valley of White Water, the Ohio, at 


'Laurenceburg. The resolution of his colleague 


|| (Mr. McCarry] was an inquiry into the proprie- 


tywof * a grant of each alternate section of the wnap- 
| * propriated lands on each side of a road leading from 


|| * Lawrenceburg to Fort Wayne, in Indiana.”’ ' 
‘|| Mr. L. said, that upon the route of the road in 


i 
| 


| 


} 


| 
| 
| 


ciary, reported a bill to authorize a writ of error | 


| 


| this resolution for the first seventy miles, so far as 
| his information extended, there would not be on 
| either side of said road, one acre of public land to 
| set apart for the road. 

That the resolution he had the honor of present- 
ing, and which had been rejected upon the ob- 
jection and statement of his colleague, was to uid 

the State in constructing a canal connecting the 

| national road with the Ohio, passing through the 

| valley of White Water, the richest, and oldest, 

and most populous portion of Indiana. 

| The question, said Mr. L., is with the House 

| for their decision; but that he would prefer pre- 
senting the resolution anew to their reconsidera- 
tion. 


The motion to reconider the vote rejecting the 
resolution, was then negatived. 


Mr. GAMBLE asked the consent of the House 
to take up a resolution, heretofore offered by him, 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury fora 
| plan, if practicable, for the safe-keeping and dis- 
bursement of the public moneys, without the 
agency of a bank or banks. 


Objection being made, Mr. GAMBLE moved 


| 
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to suspend the rule for the purpose of taking up | 


the resolution; which was negatived. 

The foliowing resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. CHILTON, was again taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canais be instructed to inquire into the subject 
and report their opinion to this House, of the 
most equal and just mode of applying the revenues 
of the country to such works of public improve- 
ment within the respective States of this Union as 
may be necessary for the facilitating of commerce 
with foreign nations, and among the several States. 
And that they moreover report their opinion of 
the best and most practicable mode of ascertaining 
and determining the nationality and importance of 
such improvements as may be proposed within 
the said several States. 

Mr. CHILTON continued the line of argument 
he pursued when he last addressed the House, by 
referring to the respective votes given by General 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, in the Senate of the 
United States, in the Eighteenth Congress; the 
former of whom invariably voted in support of, 
and the latter in opposition to, objects of internal 
improvement. Mr. C. quoted the votes on the 
Cumberland road bill, and the amendment pro- 
posed to that measure by Mr. Smiru, and others, 
and read many extracts from the Journals of the 
Senate; all of which went to show, among other 
things, that if Mr. Van Buren preserved his consist- 
ency he would make a very indifferent President 
for the interests of the western country, and which 
he trusted would be borne in mind elsewhere, if 
not in that House. General Jackson, in Mr. C.’s 
opinion, was then right; but if so, he could not 
now be right, unless both sides of the question 
could be right, for he now opposed what he then 
supported. It was not for him, however, to ac- 
count for the strange inconsistencies of public 
men, nor for the strange union that sometimes took 
place, all of a sudden, between men heretofore of 
opposite principles. He had only stated facts, 
and proved them upon the testimony of undeni- 
able record. He hoped he had been successful in 
showing that the course advocated by General 
Jackson in 1823-"4, had been precisely the reverse 
of the course he pursued now; and he had finished 
this branch of his argument. He disclaimed any 
persenal feeling on the inconsistency of that gen- 
tleman, but he had experienced that the man who 
adhered to his principles, and refused to fly from 
them, was denounced, and sacrificed under the 
character of an apostate, while the man who could 
lead thousands after him, might renounce his 
former principles, pursue an opposite course, and 
be eulogized to the skies. 

Having said as much as he intended on the 
course of General Jackson, it would not be amiss 
to inquire how the public money had been dis- 
posed of and distributed during the present Ad- 
ministration, The public Treasury was the com- 
mon property of all; and no one portion or section 
of the country was entitled to preference over 
another. It would be seen that gross partiality, 
of the most invidious character, had been exercised 
in its distribution for objects of internal improve- 
ment; so much so, that he had rather see it sus- 

ended, or forever abandoned, than carried on as 
it had been. He was for equal justice, and for 
seeing its benefits equally diffased throughout 
every portion of the people. Mr. C. said he had, 
at considerable labor, from a close comparison of 
the different reports made to that House, prepared 
a table showing the different sums expended for 
fortifications, light-houses, and works of internal 
improvement generally, which would show the 
mode and manner in which this system had been 
carried on. He invited the attention of members 
to it particularly; for every member had constit- 
vents, and those constituents were all interested 
in this question. 

{Mr. C. here read a statement, exhibiting the 
sums that had been appropriated by Congress for 
the three objects above referred to, classed under 
the different States and Territories, and announced 


his intention of publishing it hereafter, in a cor- 


rected form.) 

From this, said Mr. C., it would be perceived 
what gross injustice had been done to several 
States. Large amounts had been expended for 


and jn most of the western States very little had 
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/toa motion of the House, transmitting an esti- | 
mate of the cost of repairing Fort Independence, | 
‘| in Boston harbor; which, on motion of Mr. E. 

the eastern States; while, in some cases, none, || 


been appropriated for them. What apology was | 
there for this invidious distinction? He knew of | 


none that could be urged, but this, that the west- 


ern country, from its peculiar position, not being | 


on the sea-board, having neither fortifications, 
harbors, light-houses, &c., nor needing any, there- 


fore required no portion of these appropriations, :| 


or were notentitled to any. All that we needed in 
aid of our commerce was the construction of roads 
and the improvementofourrivers. Now, he would 


call upon every one, from the President down to || 
any one of his friends, either in that House or || 


out of it, to exhibit that constitutional authority 


which authorized improvements by the General | 


Government on the sea-board, which did not apply 
equally to those inland? In what part, or in what 
clause of the Constitution of the United States, 
was the distinction drawn? I assert this position, 
said Mr. C.: Either that the whole or both are 


constitutional, or that they are unconstitutional. || 


There was no distinction of cases whatever; there 
was no half-way course between them. If one 
was constitutional, the other was equally so. He 
should be glad to hear any gentleman point out 
the distinction, or refer to a solitary section or 
law in the Constitution of the United States, that 


authorized the making of one class of improve- | 


ment, that did not equally authorize the construc- 


BE. 


January 18, 


A letter from the Secretary of War in answer to 

/aresolution of the House of the 24th ultimo, in 
relation to the improvement of the navigation of 
Cumberland river; which, on motion of Mr. MER- 
CER, was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in response 
to a resolution of the 9th instant, relative toa sus- 
pension of allowances to pensioners, &c., which, 
on motion of Mr. GRENNELL, was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

And a letter from the First Comptroller of the 
| Treasury, transmitting a list of the balances due 
by receivers of public land offices, prior to 30th 


| September last; which was laid on the table. 


BILLS READ A THIRD TIME. 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of John Tice; 

A bill making appropriations for revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States, for the 
year 1835; , 

A bill making appropriations for the current 
— of the Indian department for the year 
_: 1835; 

And a bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1835. 


tion of others. No such distinction did exist— | 


and he would defy the most finished or acute lati- || 
tudinarian to point it out. He had heard it assert- || 
ed, that those improvements had been made under | 
the authority of that clause of the Constitution | 


which says that Congress shall have power ** to 


regulate commerce with foreign nations,’ but how | 


|| Mr. POLK said he had but a tew words to 
men that the same clause has these words also, || 


could it have escaped the observation of gentle- 


‘*and among the several States?’’ the two powers 
were identical, granted under one and the same 
clause of the Federal Constitution, and no man 
could assert that any distinction existed. If then 
it be not under that power, under what other power 
was it derived? Was it under that clause which 
impowered Congress, ** to provide for the common 
defence and general welfare of the United States ?”’ 
If it be claimed under this clause, no man coyld | 


dare say that the President of the United States || 
or Congress had provided for the ‘‘ general wel- || 
fare’? by squandering all the public money upon |; 

| 


the exterior States, to the almost total exclusion 
of the interior. The clause embraced every part 


| of the Union, and was intended to reach each and || 
‘every State equally, and without partiality or 


prejudice. The conduct that had been pursued 
resembled that of a man possessed of a fine estate, 
who should expend the whole of his means in 
adorning the exterior, while he left the whole of 
the interior a barren wilderness. Mr. C. was, 
proceeding with his remarks, when 
Mr. POLK moved for the orders of the day; | 
which motion prevailed—ayes 65, noes 56. 


The SPEAKER iaid before the House the fol- | 
lowing message from the President of the United | 


, States: 


Wasuinerton, January 13, 1835. 
To the House of Representatives: | 


In compliance with the resolution of the House 
of the 6th instant, requesting copies of any circu- | 
lar or letter of instructions emanating from the | 
Treasury or War Departments since the 30th day | 
of June last, and addressed to either the receiving | 
or disbursing officers stationed in States wherein | 


land offices are established, or public works are | 


j 
| 


constructing under the authority of Congress, I | 


transmit herewith reports from the Secretaries of | 
the Treasury and War Departments, containing | 
the information sought for. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the message and | 
accompanying dccuments were laid on the table | 
and directed to be printed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 
lowing communications: 
A letter from the Secretary of War in answer | 





EVERETT, was committed to a committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union. 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the unfinished business of 
yesterday, being on the amendments proposed in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to add an appropriation for ‘* arrearages in 
the Pay Department of the Army, $6,080 05.” 


address to the House on this amendment, and if he 


| failed to convince every member on that floor of 
|| the justice of that item, he was perfectly willing 


| the subject should be sent to one of the standing 
| committees of the House. He regretted that the 
|| honorable chairman of the Committee of Claims 
| (Mr. Wuitt.esey] was not then in his seat, as he 
|| believed the documents he held in his hand would 
|| be perfectly satisfactory to him, and would ob- 
| viate all his objections to theamendment. Mr. P. 
| stated that this amount of arrearages accrued 
_ between the years 1818, and 1821, while General 
Macomb was commanding at Detroit, and was the 


|| differeace between his ordinary pay as a Brigadier 


_and his pay as a Major General by brevet. This 
allowance had been made to Generals Scott and 


|| Ripley at the same time, and under similar cir- 


/cumstances. Mr. P. here produced various docu- 

ments from the departments, and the opinion of 
| the Attorney General, which were then read. He 
concluded by expressing the belief that the ex- 
| planations which he had submitted to the House 


| would be perfectly satisfactory, and that no further 


objections would be urged against the appropria- 
tion. If such objections, however, still existed, 
he had no personal feelings in the matter; it might 
| go to a standing committee. But should that 
| course be taken, Mr. P. suggested that it would 
| probably prevent the action of Congress on the 
| subject at its present session. 


Mr. MANN said he had not yet had sufficient 
time to examine the effect of this amendment, 
| since it was placed before the House last evening. 
| He wished to know the difference between the 
| brevet and the ordinary pay. In order that mem- 
| bers might have some opportunity for investigation, 
he hoped the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means [Mr. Pork] would suffer it to lay on 
the table at least another day. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS wished to advert to one fact 
/which did not seem to have struck the attention 
of the House. A simple resolution of that House 


|| could give no po-ver to the Secretary of War to 


on upon and pay the claim of General Macomb. 
| It would require a joint resolution to confer such 
/a power. But, Mr. W. said, he was opposed to the 


j 


|| amendment because the subject seemed to de- 


| mand the investigation of a standing committee 
of the House: Nothing, he contended, should 
| ever be inserted in an appropriation bill, unless it 
were of the most indubitable character. On the 
_justice of this claim there seemed to exist se- 
‘tious doubts among various members of the 
House. 
Mr. McKINLEY followed with some general 
‘ remarks on theclaim, which seemed to be founded 


: 














on the law of the land, and did not require the 
investigation of a committee. , 

Mr. MINER saw no necessity of sending this 
item to a committee for further investigation. It 
had been allowed by the proper accounting offi- 
cers, and seemed to bea proper subject for appro- 

riation. He should vote for the amendment. 

Mr.WARDWELL asked why, when Generals 
Scott and Ripley received this extra pay—as it 
had been alleged they did—why did not General 
Macomb also receive his at the same time, and in 
the same manner? k 

Mr. POLK again explained. He had thismorn- 
ing inquired into the reason why this claim had 
not been passed upon at an earlier period. He 
did not know that General Macomb was, at the 
time, aware of his own rights upon the subject. 
It was well known, how adverse persons con- 
nected with the Department were to revive the 
acts of their predecessors; hence the subject had 
been turned over to the action of Congress. 
again adverted to the favorable decision made 
upon the claim by the officers of the Government, 
which appeared perfectly conclusive. The only 
question he apprehended was as to the time and 

lace of making the appropriation. 

Mr. MANN said it had been assumed that the 
duties had been performed, which would sanction 
this claim, under the act of 1818. This, he con- 
tended, remained yet to be proven; and it was for 
this very reason he wished the whole matter togo 
through the searching investigation of one of the 
standing committees of the House. He thought 
it very remarkable that General Macomb should 
have suffered this claim of $6,080 05 to stand so 
long without making a demand on the Govern- 
ment. He had endeavored in vain to ascertain 
the amount of that officer’s present pay under the 
Government. What that amount was he could 
not tell, nor could he find any gentleman who 
could teil. 

Mr. BRIGGS thought the only question before 
the House to be, ‘* ls, or was, General Macomb 
entitled to the sum specified by the laws of the 
land?’ If so, the appropriation was certainly a 
proper one, and the amendment ought to be 
adopted. Mr. B. said he had carefully examined 
the subject, and could not resist the conclusion that 
this was avalidclaim. He referred to the specific 
terms of the law of 1818, which clearly fixed the 
principle of allowing the pay corresponding to the 
brevet rank. The gentleman from New York | 
{[Mr. Mann] had referred to the present pay of 
the officers, and stated that he could not ascertain 
itsamount. Mr. B. said this, with him, was not | 
the question. It was, whether an officer should 
be paid for specific duties performed, the prices of 


which were fixed and sanctioned by law. He 
should vote for the amendment. 
Mr. PARKER opposed the amendment. It 


was due to the House that the claim should go to | 
a standing committee for examination. He looked | 
upon it in the light of any other private claim, and 

the appropriation bill was not the proper place to | 
settle a private claim of fourteen years’ standing. 


a few additional remarks. 

Mr. POLK wished the amendment read by the 
clerk, in order that the House might see what they 
were about. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. P. said he had called for its reading for the 
simple purpose of showing to the House that it 
was of the same character as all former items in 
appropriation bills providing for arrearages, and 
also to meet the objection of gentiemen who thought 
this bill an improper place for it. The item was 
for nothing more than arrearages of pay in the 
Army, which had been called for by the Secretary 
of War, and presented itself in this character: it 
came within the line of duty of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to introduce it to the attention 
of the House. Mr. P. read the letter of the Sec- 
retary of War, which set forth that he considered 


| this claim in the light of a subsisting and standing 


He | 
| the bill. 


debt, and requested the committee to insert it in 
Mr. P. hoped, after this, that every gen- 
tleman would dismiss from his mind the consid- 


| eration that if this claim were well founded the bill 


concerned. 


before them was not the proper place for it. 
Another objection that had been urged was, that 
the amendment was pressed with too much perti- 
necity. But it was not so, so far as Mr. P. was 
He had never been desirous that the 


| House should act precipitately on any matter, 
however his own judgment might be at variance 


| it should be paid. 


| mode of liquidating the claim. 


with the opposition to it. On the present subject 
he had no private opinion, or bias whatever; and 
had only presented it asa matter of duty. This 
was a claim presented to the House, which had 
received the favorable adjudication of the Second 
Comptroller, the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the Secretary of War; and the question was how 
Mr. P. also read the opinion 
of the Attorney General in favor of the proposed 
Mr. P. did not 
deny but that the House might withhold the appro- 
priation, because it might decide that the officers 
referred to had been wrong in their construction 
of the law; but he had done his duty in present- 


| ing it for their consideration. 


Mr.WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, referred at some 


length to the former proceedings on this claim, 


| and said, that although the decision of the Mili- 

| tary Commiitee had changed its character, yet, in 

| his opinion, itought to undergo the further exam- 
ination of a standing committee; and he should | 


therefore, at present, vote against the amendment. 
Mr. MANN, of New York, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 
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Messrs. BRIGGS and HUBBARD each made | The CHAIR laid halle ii tieiie i. cnmtaels 


| cation from the War Department, accompanied by 


a report of the Chief Engineer in relation to the 
repairs of the Cumberland road, east of the 


|; Ohio. 


Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, showing the number of clerks employed in 
that Department, for the last year, and the com- 
pensation paid to each. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Boston, praying for the erection of a cus- 
tom-house in that city; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McKEAN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Captain Morrow. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to introduce a bill granting 
an additional quantity of land in satisfaction of 
revolutionary bounty land warrants. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported unfavorably upon the petition of Salvator 
Innis. 

Mr. HHENDRICKS, pursuant to notice, and 
on leave given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
William O’Neile; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
Simon Powers, reported unfavorably upon the 
same. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the bill to 
providea system of laws for the District, reported 
the same without amendment. 


The following resolutions, submitted yesterday, 
and lying on the table, were taken up, considered, 
and adopted: 


By Mr. WAGGAMAN: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the exnediency of pro- 
viding by law for the establishment of a marine 
hospital in the city of New Orleans. 


By Mr. HILL: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to communicate to the Senate so much 
of the correspondence of his Department, with 
Loammi Baldwin, as relates to his compensation 
as superintendent of dry-docks and inspectors of 
navy-yards, together with copies of all accounts 


rendered by him, connected with his services in 


Mr. CAMBRELBNG asked if he understood | 


the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


and Meens correctly, that the claim was founded 


| House? 


He disavowed all prejudice against the claim, but || 
he wished to see it come here in the shape and on || 


the ground of all others. 


He would therefure vote | 
agarnst the amendment. 


Mr. HUBBARD addressed the House at some || 


length against the amendment. He could see no 
injustice that would be done to any by a reference 
of the subject to a committee. 

Mr. LANE asked where theclaims of Generals 
Scott and Ripley were investigated? Whether it | 
was on that floor, or by the Departments? He 
desired information on this subject, as those claims 
were said to be analogous to this. 

Mr.WILLIAMS again opposed the amendment | 
and was in favor of referring the matter to a com- | 
mittee. He concluded that there was no proof of | 
this officer’s having held the command which en- | 
titled him, by the law of 1818, to the extra com- | 
pensation demanded. 

Mr. GRENNELL was also in favor of having | 
the light which the investigation of a committee | 
might throw upon this claim. The sum was far | 
from being an inconsiderable one; and what would | 
be much worse than the aliowance of an unjust | 


claim—the insertion of this item in the appropri- || 
precedent of the most 


ation bill might establish a 
dangerous character. 








Mr. POLK replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG. Then I shall vote in 


1; favor of the amendment. 


The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and decided as follows: Yeas 57, nays 131. 

So it was lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. POLK then asked leave to move that the 


papers in relation to the claim of General Macomb | 
| might be referred to the Committee on Military || 
Affairs. 


|| upon a law, and that he had read that law to the | 


Mr. WATMOUGH moved their reference to | 


| the Committee of Claims. 


The first motion was put and lost—ayes 62, 
noes 70; and they were accordingly referred to 


|| the Committee of Claims. | 
The SPEAKER communicated a letter from | 
| the Hon. James W. Wayne, a Representative in | 


| Congress from the State of Georgia, announcing || 
| 


his resignation of his seat. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 14, 1835. 
Petitions and memorials were presented b 


the inspection of navy-yards. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Com. Isaac Hull; 

A bill making an appropriation for payment of 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States, for the year 1835; 

A bill making an appropriation for the Indian 
department for the year 1835; 

A bill making an appropriation for the naval 
service for the year 1835; 

A bill for changing the place of holding the 
United States district courts for the State of Mis- 
sissippi; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Colwell; and 

A bill for the relief of John Tice, assignee of 


| William Pennington, deceased. 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Bragdon and 


|| David Chase; 


A bill for the relief of Charles Gordon; 

A bill for the relief of Humphrey B. Gwath- 
mey; ; 

A bill making additional compensation to the 
Marshal of the district of Delaware; and 

A bill for the relief of Peter H. Green and Wil- 
liam Emerson. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 


| WHITE, and, on his motion, was considered and 
_ agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 


_ hereby, authorized and required to investigate all 
| the facts and circumstances connected with aclaim 


Messrs. WHITE, BIBB, WEBSTER, KENT, | of Col. Gad Humphreys to indemnity on account 


and BUCHANAN. 


il of supposed losses, said to be sustained by extend- 
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ing the northern boundary line 
States and the Seminole Indians, under the pro- 
vimons of the treaty made at Camp Moultrie on the 
15: September, 1830, so as to include his plan- 
ion and expeliing him from possession thereof. 
That he ascertain eaid facts and circumstances by 
the testimony of disinterested witnesses, and re- 
port the same to the Senate, with his opinion 
whether said Humphreys has sustained any loss 
for which he ought to be compensated, and to 
what amount. 


The following resolutions were considered; 
which lie one day: 


By Mr. WAGGAMAN: 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of pur- 
chasing for the President’s House certain oil 
paintings now on sale in this city; and also into 

character and value of said paintings. 

By Mr. BLACK: 

Resclved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
* instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
+ on the pension list the names of Daniel McInuis 


and Francis Patterson, of the State of Missis- 
Bsippi. 


By Mr. HILL: 


be requested to communicate to the Senate any 
‘ information in his department in relation to the 
claims of the owners of the brig Despatch and 
cargo for restitution of the amounts paid by them 
for discriminating duties on the said brig and 
cargo, that may go to establish or invalidate said 
claim. 


By Mr. HILL: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to report on the claim of the owners, 
officers, and crews, of the private armed vessels 
Neptune and fox, whether they were by losses 
entitled to the bounty of 25 dollars each upon 69 
prisoners captured by said private armed vessels; 
and if so entitled, why said claim has not been ad- 
mitted and allowed by said Department; also, any 
other information that may exist in the Department 
tending to elucidate the validity or invalidity of 
said claim. 


By Mr. KANE: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate do 
cause to be made out, and laid before the Senate, 
: a statement, showing the amount of money paid in 
each year by order of the Senate, for printing, and 
the purchase of books for the use of the Senate, 
from the Ist session of the 18:h Congress to this 
time; designating in all cases where the amount 
paid shall exceed $500, the object for which, and 
the persons to whom, the money was paid. Also, 
a statement, showing the amount of printing or- 
dered by the Senate, which has not been com- 
pleted, and an estimate of the sum or sums of 
money which will be due when such printing shall | 
be completed. 
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The bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of Moses Shepperd, deceased, was taken up for 
consideration, when 
~ Mr. HiLLspoke briefly in opposition to the bill, 
and Mr. HENDRICKS supported it. 


When the hour arrived for taking up the special 
order, Mr. CLAY moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which was agreed to. 


FRENCH RELATIONS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the Report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and the resolution appended, concern- 
ing our Relations with France, in the following 
words: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to 
pass any law vesting in the President authority | 
for making reprisals upon French property, in the 
contingency of provision not being made for pay- 
ing to the United States the indemnity stipulated 
by the treaty of 1831, during the present session 
of the French Chambers. ' 


Mr. CLAY rose and said that it was not his 
purpose, at the present stage of the consider- | 
ation of the resolution, nor, indeed, did he deem it | 
necessary at any other stage of it, to enter into | 


- LAs, 
ee 





weet ge 


prea tne macces sere nee as 


PA 


A NE SERPS I es ON 





| are capable of. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | 


‘THE CONGRESSION 


of the United | 


; Bae, 


| absolutely refuse to pass the appropriation and 


| 
1] 
\} 


A 


a protracted discussion of the subject; nor did 
he deem it necessary to say much to enforce the 
arguments embraced in the report in favor of the | 
adoption of the resolution. In the present pos- 
ture of our relations with France, it seemed to 
the Committee that the course proposed was the 
proper one—that it was most expedient to await 
the action of France at the present session of the | 


Chambers; and, therefore, he thought it was not | 
proper or necessary to go at large inte adiscussion | 


of the questions embraced in the report. In all 
questions connected with our foreign relations, it 
was always necessary to present to the world the 
existence of undivided councils. Before the hap- 
pening of a rupture, examination and discussion 


may be required; but after a rupture shall take || 


place, whatever of unanimity and of influence we 
have, should be exerted to give to our arms the 
utmost vigor which the resources of the country 
He was very certain that no such 
measures were at present necessary with France. 
‘That our claims were founded in justice, that we 
ought to pursue them by all just and honorable 
means, and that we must ultimately obtain satis- 
faction for them, were, sentiments in which the 
committee entirely coincided in opinion with the 
President, and he had no doubt that it was also | 


| 


the sentiment of the people of this country. The | 


committee also entirely concurred with the Pres- | 
ident in his views relative to the treaty with | 
France. But if the President had stopped after | 
the expression of the statement of the case, and | 
had abstained from the recommendation of the | 
measures which he deemed necessary to be taken | 
in the contingency indicated by him, there could | 
have been no difference of opinion between him | 
and the committee. But when he said that the | 
Executive of France was honest and sincere in his | 
anxiety to obtain the appropriation, and when he | 
disclosed his purpose of abiding by the action of | 
the French Chamber, it seemed to the committee 
an inconsistency that there should be at the same | 


time the recommendation of a measure, the exe- || 


cution of which could only be rendered necessary | 


by a doubt of the ulterior purposes of France. || 


Confidence and distrust were unnatural allies. | 
Confidence should at all times be free, full, frank, 
and ingenuous, but to say that he confided in the 
sincerity of the King, and that he would suspend 
any recommendation of a hostile measure, and 
then suggesta measure of reprisal, appeared to the 
commitiee, with all respect to his patriotic purposes 
as the Executive of the United States Government, 
to bea course calculated to produce most mischiev- 
ous results. 


expression on the part of the President, which | 
should be likely to meet any possible contingency 

likely toarise. Ist. lt was possiblethat the French | 
Chamber might make the appropriation before 
the receipt of the President’s message, 2d. The 
appropriation might be made after its receipt and 
notwithstanding the tone and language of the mes- 
3d. The Chambers might, after the receipt 
of the message, refuse to make the appropriation 
until after that part of the message which might : 
be exceptionable to them should be withdrawn or 
explained; or they might, 4chly, altogether and 


again reject the bill. 
four contingencies, an expression of Congress was 
indispensably necessary to the passage of the bill 
and the paymentof the money. But suppose the | 


Chambers should pass the bill before the receipt || 


of the message, and the money should be placed 
in the French Treasury, in pursuance of it, to | 
meet the stipulations contained in the treaty, it 
he should be required to pay the money till the | 
recommendation in the message was explained. 
In the second contingency, by the passage of the | 
resolution, we should take a course that would be 
highly gratifying to the feelings and the pride of | 
Peanierehiad we ought to promote by all honor- | 
able means. If they then should pass the bill | 
they would see that there was confidence reposed | 
on the part of Congress, that there would be 4 


|| compliance with the assurances of the French 


Government. It was indispensably necessary that | 
such a measure should be adopted in reference to | 


the other two contingencies he had supposed. But 
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Now, in any one of these || 
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| if the Chambers should reject the bill on this 
ground, they would place themselves in the wrone 
because they had acted on the recommendation of 
one department of the Government before it was 
ascertained that the other departments concurred 
and they would then hasten to repair the wrong. 
If they should speedily pass the bill, and after. 
wards should discover that Congress did not con- 
cur with the President, they would find that the 
recommendation of the President, although he 
maintained a strong hold upon the affections of 
the people, was an inchoate recommendation and 
not perfect. Under all circumstances and in every 
‘contingency, therefore, the resolution seemed 
adapted to the occurrence of any oneof them, and 
seemed eminently calculated to secure the objects 
of the treaty. As he had premised that a pro- 
tracted discussion was not necessary, he would 
resume his seat, expressing, however, a disposi- 
| tion to modify the resolution in any form which 
_ was consistent with the object he had in view, and 
he hoped that it would receive the unanimous con- 
| sent of the Senate, as such a vote would have a 
most happy effect; but he would consent to no 
modification which did not say that Congress did 


|| not deem it expedient to legislate on the subject at 


| this time. 
| Mr. KING, of Georgia, rose and submitted the 


| following amendment as a substitute for the res- 


| olution reported by the committee: 


|| _ Resolved, That as the French Chambers have 


‘been convened earlier than was expected by the 
_* President of the United States at the opening of 
_ * the present session of Congress, it is inexpedient 
'*to pass any law relating to the treaty of 1831, 
until farther information shall be received from 
| * France.”’ 


| The amendment having been read— 
| 


|. Mr. KING said he agreed perfectly with the 
honorable chairman of the committee, that lengthy 
discussion was not called for, or perhaps justified. 
He also differed so little with the honorable chair- 
man on the subject of the report and resolution, 
that he should say but very little in favor of the 
trifling changes which he proposed to make in 
the form of the resolution offered for the sanction 
of the Senate. He had agreed in committee, and 


| still agreed, to the report, with a few trifling 


exceptions in its details; and he had, and still 
agreed to the general conclusion to which the 
committee came, that it was inexpedient at this 
time to legislate on the subject of the treaty of 


| 1831. The tone and tenor of the report, with the 
It seemed necessary to the commit- || 
tee, therefore, that there shoutd be some expression || 
of opinion on the part of Congress after such an || 


exception referred to, met his decided approba- 
tion, though he had reserved to himself the right 
which he now exercised of offering amendments 
to the form of the resolution, and expressing his 
| dissent to a few of the details of the report itself. 
Sir, said Mr. K., what is the tone and charac- 
ter of this report? He did not believe that it was 


|| intended by the chairman who drafted it as a party 
| paper. 


[t was not proposed to the committee, or 
| by the committee adopted, as a party paper. It 
| was not presented to the Senate as a report of 
that character, and he did not believe it would be 
received by the people of the United States as a 
party paper, unless the public press and party 


|| politicians of the country should wrongfully suc- 


| ceed in stamping upon it that character. As just 
observed by the honorable chairman, it sustained 
| the most important positions of the President 
'throughout. The President was treated with the 

most entire respect. The motives of the President 


were treated with full respect, and even his rec- 


| ommendation was treated with respect; so much 


80, that the intimation is clear in the report that 


|| the difference between the President and the com- 
‘ would throw on the King a high responsibility if | 


| mittee probably arose from the difference of time 
_ and of circumstances under which they deliberated. 
| From the remarks he had made on the subject of 
| the character of the report, the object of the first 
| part of the amendment was sufficiently obvious. 
| It was to connect more closely the report and the 
| resolution, and sustain the appearance of harmony 
_ between the two branches of the Government, by 
referring to the probable reason of the difference 
| between the recommendation of the President and 
| the action of Congress. There were, to be sure, 
| several reasons that might be gathered from the 
| Teport; but this was most prominent, and he 
‘ selected it because it was the one more especially 
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mentioned in the report. Mr. K. read from the | 
report, page 18: ‘It is not improbable to suppose || 
‘that the President would have abstained from | 

| 








‘any such recommendation, if he had known 

‘what recent intelligence from France shows, that, | 
‘in point of fact, the Chambers assembled on the | 
‘Ist of December, instead of the 29th, the day on | 
‘which it was believed by the President they || 
‘would meet.” 

The object of the latter part of the amendment 
was also obvious. He did not wish to stand com- 
mitted, or hold out the idea to France that we 
would, under no circumstances, take any steps | 
during the present session of Congress, however | 
we might be justified by future information re- 
ceived. Ele was very far from wishing to con- | 
nect himself or the Senate to any future specific | 
mode of action, or to any action atall. At pres- | 
ent, we agree that legislation was inexpedient. | 
But he was unwilling to commit ourselves to the | 
inexpediency of legislation at this seesion, pro- 
vided future information, before the adjournment, 
should call for legislation upon the subject. 

Mr. CLAY replied that he was glad to see the 
honorable member from Georgia animated with 
the best spirit on this subject—that he was frank, || 
open, and unreserved, in the expression of his | 
sentiments; and he was happy to find in his resolu- | 
tion that there was no ground forserious difficulty 
between them. But he thought the gentleman’s 
resolution was objectionable in two of its provis- 
ions. The report was an argumentative docu- | 
ment, and it was not usual in resolutions appended 
to such papers, to reiterate the reasoning in the 
report. His first objection to the resolution was, 
that it assigned one of the reasons contained in | 


| 

i} 
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the report, for the adoption of the resolution, and | 


he thought that not the strongest one. If one of | 
the reasons in the report might be drawn down, 
he thought ali might, and each Senator might 
require the introduction into the resolution of the | 
reasons which governed his vote. The French | 
Minister had said, ina part of the correspondence, 
that a bill would be prepared for the appropria- | 
tion, and submitted to the Chamber the next day; | 
but the committee came to the conclusion that we 
ought not to reproach them for not doing so, 
because they were the most proper judges of what 
was the proper time for its presentation; he could | 
not, therefore, assent to one of the reasons being 

introduced into the resolution. There was one |) 
other part of the resolution, “‘ that it was inex- | 
* pedient to act till further information should be | 
‘ received from France,” an expression which he | 
viewed in the light of a menace, and implied that | 
if their further action was not of a satisfactory | 
nature, then we were prepared to resort to the | 
measure recommended by the President. Now, 

he (Mr. C.) would not say what he would do, if, 
France should not make the appropriation at the 
present session of the Chambers: ‘* Sufficient for | 
the day is the evil thereof.’’ Let us have all the 
circumstances before us. He was for having Con- | 
gress freetodeliberate upon war, open, undisguised | 
war—upon commercial restrictions or reprisals, | 
unfettered in the event of any contingencies. 
was anxious for all the circumstances—whether 


go on pressing it. But if we looked further, it 


would be seen that the propriety of this course was 


| 
more apparent when weconsidered that this Con- || 
| 


gress terminated on the 3d March, when a new 
Congress would come in; that they oughttoremain | 
free when the awful alternative of a rupture or | 


submission to wrong shall be presented; he, there- | 
fore, moved to strike out the parts of the amend- | 


ment which he had indicated as objectionable. 
Mr. WEBSTER thought that the importance | 

of unanimit 

the practi 


be adopted. The prevailing sentiment seemed to | 
be a concurrence in the views of the President, of 
the nature of the controversy with France, of the 

clear right of this country, and the utter impossi- | 


bility that the councils of the United States can || and a nation must either consent to abandon her | 
After having ne- 
| gotiated for a quarter of a century, to obtain a 
thought there did seem to be an objection to the || treaty to redress the wrongs of our injured citi- 


depart from the just expectation of a reasonable | 
fulfilment of the stipulations by France. He 


| selves to the world as a united nation. 


|| Kine] should stand as he had introduced it. 


He | 
|| which custom had sanctioned. 
the King had abandoned the claim, or intended to || 


on this subject was so great, and | 
difference between the two resolu- || 
tions was so small, that pains should be taken to || 
throw them into a shape that the resolution could | 





and left the inference that on other reasons given | 


in the report, the action of the Senate might be 
otherwise. It founded the action of the Senate 
upon a reason which might cease to exist to-mor- 
row. Suppose the Chamber should reject the bill, 
and the Executive Government of France should, 
for that cause, dissolve the Chambers and call a 
new one; he did not wish to form an opinion 


what the Government of the United States might | 
|| do upon such an event occurring. 


It was, there- 


| fore, desirable to leave this Government free from 


any indication or intimation of what its action 
might be, in any event. The sentiment of the 
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country was, that we were right, and that France | 
was wrong; and this sentiment was not likely to | 


be altered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he should be exceed- 
ingly rejoiced if we could adopt any form of words 
which would unite the vote of the Senate on this 
occasion. He would go as far as any man to make 
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have been reached, should the Chamber again r 


fuse to make the appropriation? If this be so, is 
it not right, is it not fair,to present this alternative 
to France? Would she not have just cause to 
complain if we did not adopt this very course? 
To inform her frankly and fairly that we have 
arrived at this point, | am solemnly convinced, is 
the best diplomacy to which wecan resort, to re- 
dress the wrongs of the injured claimants. france 
will then have the alternative distincily presented, 
and it will be for her to decide whether she will 
invole herself in war with her ancient ally, rather 
than pay those claims which the executive branch 
of her own Government has determined to be 
just, by asolemn treaty. Such an attitude on the 


| part of the United States will do more to accom- 


,| concessions, in any matter in which principle was | 


not involved, for the purpose of presenting our- | 


However | 


we might differ amongst ourselves, as to matters | 


bold and united front to foreign nations in defend- 
ing.the interests and honor of the country. He 
(Mr. B.) felt great pleasure in doing justice to 


| the frank and conciliatory spirit of the report of 
|| the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
| statesmanlike production, and worthy of its dis- | 
| tinguished author; but, he must be permitted to 


It was a 


say, that if this were the proper occasion for 


|| of internal policy, we ought always to exhibit a | 


such a discussion, he thought he could success- | 


contained, and show that they were founded in 
error. Ele would greatly prefer that the resolu- 
tion proposed by the Senator from Georgia [{Mr. 
It 
contained upon its face the reason, and the only 
reason which would induce him to vote for any 
resolution of this character. It was simple, be- 
cause the French Chambers had been convened 
earlier than was expected by the President of the 
United States at the commencement of the present 
session of Congress, that he would give his sup- 


| port to any such resolution. He should, therefore, 
1} 


| be gratified if this preamble could be retained. 


| fully controvert several of the positions which it | 


plish the execution of the treaty than any tempo- 
rizing policy which we can adopt. I never was 
more clearly convinced of the truth of any propo- 
sition. 

France, from the tone and language of the Pree- 
ident, will bave no right to consider this a menace. 
It is no more than to say, diplomacy has ended, 
and the treaty must be executed, or we shall, 
however reluctantly, be compelled to take redrees 
into our own hands. We cannot, we dare not, 
abandon the just rights of our own citizens, how- 
ever painful it may be for us toassertthem. France 
is a brave and a chivalrous nation; her whole 
history proves that she is not to be intimidated, 
even by Europe in arms. But. France is wise as 
well as warlike. To inform her that our rights 
must be asserted, is to place her in the serious and 
solemn position of deciding whether she will, tor 
the sake of a few millions of francs, more or less, 
resist the payment of a justdebt by force. When- 
ever she is convinced that this result is inevitable, 
the money will be paid; and although | hope 1 
may be mistaken, I believe it will never be paid 
before. France has never appeared to regard the 


|, question in this serious light. 


France had, before the close of the last session of | 
Congress, communicated to the President, that it | 
was the unanimous determination of the King’s | 


Government to appear before the new Legjslature 
with its treaty and its bill in hand, and that its 
intention was to do all that the charter allowed 
to hasten, as much as possible, the period of the 
new presentation of the rejected law. On the faith 
of this assurance, the President rested satisfied, 
and did not present the subject to Congress at its 
last session. How has France redeemed this 





| 


| pledge? Has that Government hastened, as much | 


as possible, the presentation of the rejected law? | 
At the first meeting of the new Legislature, the | 
law was not presented; and, in the face of this | 


engagement, the Chambers were prorogued, not 
to meet in the autumn, as they might have done, 
but, on the 29th of December, the very latest day 


had any meaning at all, it was that the Chambers 
should be convened at least so early in the season 


as to afford sufficient time to communicate the fact 


If this assurance | 


to the President before the meeting of Congress. | 
The President, at the date of the message, was | 


not aware that the Chambers would assemble on 
the first of the month. No such information had 
been communicated to him. The French Gov- 


ernment had never informed him such was their 
It now appears that they did assemble 


intention. 


on that day: and, fdr his own part, he was willing | 


to wait until the result of their deliberations could 
What effect this circumstance might 
have produced oa the President’s determination, 


be known. 


he was not prepared to say. Every gentleman 


could judge for himself. He was not possessed 


of any information on that subject. 


There is a point, said Mr. B., in the intercourse | 
between nations at which diplomacy must end, | 


rights or assert them by force. 


honorable member’s amendment, becauseit placed || zens—and after the French Chamber has once 


the action of the Senate on one of several reasons, | deliberately rejected that treaty, will not this point | 


| 


It has been asked what would the American 
Congress do, placed in similar circumstances? 
W ould they appropriate the money with a menace 
impending over their heads? I answer no, never. 
But it would be no menace, if, after Congress had 


| twice refused to vote an appropriation to carry a 


treaty into effect, a foreign Government, in the 
spirit of candor, in language mild and courteous, 
such as that used by the President, were to inform 
us they could not abandon their rights, and, 
however painful it we be, they should be com- 
pelled, by a sense of duty, to assert them by 
force. 

Mr. B. concluded by saying he felt it due to 
himeelf thus to explain the vote which he intended 
to give. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he had not arisen to 
enter into any exposition of his opinions on this 
subject, but simply to suggest that such phrase- 
ology might be used as should unite the votes of 
every honorable Senator now separated only by a 
slight shade of difference. Mr. U. read the reso- 
lution, and said, if it was so worded as to express 
that, ‘‘under existing circumstances,” or, ‘*the 
state of circumstances now existing,’’ it might 
meet the views of all parties, and enable the Sen- 
ate to pass its unanimous vote upon the subject. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, congratulated the Sen- 
ate upon the spirit and temper which appeared on 
both sides, and said he wasone of those who was 
not in favor of taking up this question at the 
present time; but the report having been made, it 
became necessary to act upon it. » Hle wished for 
more information before any discussion should 
have arisen, and thus he was not prepared to say 
expressly what ought to be done, or what the 
Congress of the United States should do. What 
he desired now, was, as far as practicable, to ex- 
press an opinion in language that could not be 
misunderstood, either in this country or on the 


' other side of the Atlantic, of our determination. 


Mr. K. had hoped that his honorable friend from 
Georgia would have yielded in the spirit of con- 
cession, and that they might vote explicity on the 
ground that at this time it wasinexpedient to pass 
any act upon the subject. Mr. K. also expressed 
a hope that every gentleman would feel himself 
justified in voting for the proposed measure, 8o 
that it might go forth to the world as the unani- 
mous voice of that body. 
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. Mr. LEIGH wished to have both amendments | 


read, in order that the Senate might see if there 


was any essential difference between them. 


[The amendments were read accordingly. ] 
Mr. LEIGH resumed, by saying that he could | 


perceive no, or very little difference between the 


propositions of the Senators from Kentucky and | 


Georgia, (Mr. Cray and Mr. Kina,] if any, it was 
trifling, and of the two, he preferred that of the 
former gentleman. Both, however, came exactly 


up to his (Mr. L.’s) idea of what was wise, politic, | 


and just, for the United States, and respectful to- 
wards I'rance. 
tleman from Pennsylvania that he was well satis- 

fied the true mode of negotiation with France 

would be to indicate distinctly, that unless she did 

justice, we would take the matter into our own 

hands, and seek that redress which she ought to 

grant. 

Mr. BUCHANAN explained. There was a 
period when negotiation must cease, and one or 
the other alternative must be adopted. 

Mr. LEIGH continued. Then was he to un- 
derstand the gentleman, that there was a period 
in diplomacy, and that that period or crisis had 
arrived? If that be the gentleman’s opinion, Mr. 
L. must beg to differ with him entirely and abso- 
lutely. He was not prepared, at that time, to 
adopt the President’s proposition, so far as he had 
heard it, nor did he believe any one was. What, 
then, was the mode most likely to accomplish this 
object? Either force must be resorted to, or we 
must confide in the justice of the French nation. 
The last was, in his opinion, the best. Mr. L. 
was, however, for making our expression as ab- 
solute and dignified as possible, and not to commit 
ourselves by declaring that there was no circum- 
stances in which we will not hazard a war with 
France. On the contrary, he was for presenting 
a bold front. 

After some further remarks to the same pur- | 
port, Mr: L, said he concurred in the sentiment of 
the gentleman from Alabama, that it would be | 
inexpedient to adopt any legisiative measure ** at 
this time;’’ mark that ‘* at this time,”’ for in that 
consisted the main sum and substance of his affirm- 
ative to the. proposition. 

Mr. CALIIOUN expressed a hope that the 
question would be taken without further discus- 
sion, and that the phraseology might be so 
amended as to meet the views of every gentle- | 
man, 80 that the voice of the Senate might be 
unanimous. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, said that to the various 
suggestions and propositions from different parts | 


‘They had been told by the gen- | 
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whilst he did not wish to commit himself to act, | 
he did not wish to commit himself not to act, if ac- | 


tion should be called for. He would not even at 
this time commit himself to hostile action, if there 
should be another simple refusal by the Chambers 
to make the appropriation. But he said there 
was a large portion of the people of the United 
States who thought that France had already treat- 
ed us with much indignity, and if there should be 
another refusal, coupled with an acknowledged in- 
sult, he would not say even then what should be 
done. It would be time enough to decide upon 
the mode of action, when action might be thought 
necessary. But for the present he would say, that 
the United States were now out of the nursery, 
and although, as a nation, we may not have ar- 
rived at the years of maturity, we were at least in 
a condition to act for and take care of ourselves. 
He concluded by saying he had no material ob- 
jection to the modification proposed, if it would 
unite both parties in the vote, and unless some 
gentleman objected, he should take it for granted 
that there was a general acquiescence. 

Mr. CUTHBERT rose to explain the differ- 
ence, in his own opinion, between the resolution 
proposed by himself, and that offered by his col- 
league, [Mr. Kine,] »s amended. ‘That resolu- 
tion merely expresses the opinion that it is inex- 
pedient to pass a law on the subject at this time. 
It does not, said Mr. C., leave the Senate at lib- 
erty to change its opinion with a change of cir- 
cumstances. If there be no difference, the gentle- 


man from Virginia [Mr. Letcuj can have no, 


objection tothe amendment. ile wished to have 
the subject presented in such a form that no one 
could object. We should 


kindle in our own | 


hosoms, said Mr. C., the old American feelings | 


that produced union amongst us—feelings that 
cure all the cancers of party strife. Whatever dis- 


sensions may divide usat home; however we may | 


wrangle with each other, when the stranger steps 


in let us be united; when the contest is with a for- 


eigner, we should be one. 


Mr. CLAYTON said that he was not willing to | 


adopt the amendment proposed by the gentieman 


from Geoigia, [Mr. Curnpert,] ‘‘that under | 


present circumstances it is inexpedient.”” He 


should vote for the resolution as amended by the | 


chairman of the committee, [Mr. Cray. ] 


Mr. CLAY rose again, he said, not to prolong | 


the discussion. 


_ commendation of the report, made by the honor- 


able Senator, [Mr. Bucnanan.] He would not 
now attempt to defend the errors mentioned by the 


He wished to acknowledge the | 


| gentleman; but at some future time he hoped to be | 
able to establish anything advanced in the report. | 


of the Chamber, he had only a word in reply, || 


And that was that he was willing to accept any | 
modification of the resolution that would unite a 
vote upon the subject. He would, however, 


whilst up, say a word in explanation of the || 


amendment, and answer some objections which | 
had been made to it. He said in answer to the 
Senator from Kentucky, he would say that he 
selected the one reason as that which separated the 
Committee from the President, and not only be- 
cause it was that mentioned in the report, but be- 
cause it seemed te include all the rest. It had 
been said by the honorable Senator truly, that 
France had promised to do several things which 
she had not performed, besides an early assem- 
bling of the Chambers, some of which might with 
equal propriety be referred to. True; but the as- 
sembling of the Chambers being in general neces- | 
sary for the performance of the other promises, | 
we were led to hope that the Chambers being | 
now convened, the pertormance of all her other | 
promises would follow. And he wished further | 
distinctly to convey the idea to France, that asthe | 
Chambers had assembled, we expected that they | 
would do all that was necessary, before they were | 
prorogued, to fulfil the execution of the treaty. | 

lt was objected, he said, to the language of the | 
amendment, that we seemed by it pledged to ac- | 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not pretend to 
measure himself with the eloquent gentleman from 
Kentucky. But he was so well convinced of the 
truth and justice of the remarks in regard to the 
report, that he would not shrink from a contest, 
even with the distinguished Senator himself, rather 


| than abandon the opinion he had formed. 


Mr. TALLMADGE aaid he rejoiced to see the 


| unanimity which seemed to pervade the Senate on 


the subject of our relations with France, and he 


| the harmony which seemed to prevail. 


} 


| portions. 


tion, when further information might be secured || 


from France. 
such construction were found, he would be willing 
to change the language, and say, ‘* unless further 
information from France shall justify legislation.” 
&c. He said there was not a Senator in the hall 
more unwilling tv commit himself or the Senate to 
specific action on this subject than himself; but 


He had no such intention; and if || 


was unwilling to introduce any topics into the dis- 
cussion at this time, which would tend to interrupt 
At the 
time the report was made to the Senate, he took 


‘the opportunity to express his approbation of 


some portions of it, and his dissent from other 
He was then of opinion that it were 
better that the committee should make no report, 
and that Congress should not act on the subject 
till further information was received from France, 


_and that the whole matter be left where it was left 


by the President’s message. He was still of 
opinion thatthat would have been the better course. 
But the majority of the committee thought other- 
wise. The report is before the Senate, and must 
receive that consideration which is due to its im- 
portance. He was rejoiced to see the manifesta- 
tion of a general disposition to adopt such a course 
as should tend to unite all parties on this question 
as it was there presented. He rejoiced to see that 


' however much we might differ abeut our own local 


and internal affairs, there was but one feeling 
when the honor of the nation was concerned. 

it was a gratifying spectacle to witness the inter- 
est manifested by the citizens, who, on this occa- 
sion, crowd this Chamber, and still more gratify- 


and in the report of the committee. 


sought. 


‘by the treaty of 1831. 
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ing to believe and know that but one sentiment 
pervades the whole. It is an American feeling; a 
feeling which swallows up every other when the 

uestion is between our own and a foreign‘nation. 

o matter what may be our dissensions at home 
the indications given here, this day, assure us that 
they cannot be extended abroad. Let our motto 
be, for our country always. 

Mr. T. said, in dissenting from some portions 
of the report, it was his intention, when a proper 
occasion presented, to enter fully and at large 
upon the discussion of those portions of it. He 
had supposed that this might be deemed a proper 
occasion, and was prepared to enter upon it at this 
time. But he was reluctant to do anything to 
interrupt the harmony of the Senate on the im- 
portant and leading matters of the report. He 
would, therefore, omit what he otherwise would 
have said, and reserve for a more fitting occasion, 
if one should offer, what he intended to have sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the Senate at this 
time, under a full persuasion that he should be 
able to assign satisfactory reasons for his dissent 
from the majority of the committee. 

Mr. T. said he approved the resolution under 
consideration, as it had been amended, and should 
give it his support. He was desirous of leaving 
the whole matter open for the future action of 
Congress, when we should receive information 
from France to enable us to determine what that 
action should be. ‘There might be a difference of 
opinion as to what measures ought to be adopted, 
if France should refuse to do us justice; but, it 
was best that each individual Senator, and the 
Senate as a body, should be left free to act as 
should be deemed most expedient when the time 
should arrive, and we should be imperiously 
called upon to act. He would, therefore, detain 
the Senate no longer than briefly to remark upon 
the positions contained in the President’s message 
These docu- 
ments agree entirely in the important points be- 
tween the United Statesand France. They agree 
in the enormity of the aggressions upon the rights 
of our citizens, and of the outrages upon our com- 
merce, for which indemnity has so long been 
They agree in the fruitless efforts which 
have been made, for nearly a quarter of acentury, 
to obtain redress of the grievances of which we 
have complained in vain. They agree as to the 
amount of our claims upon France—that our just 
claims far exceed the sum stipulated to be paid us 
They agree, also, that 
we will not look behind the treaty for any liquida- 
tion of the amount of our demands, other than 
what is contained in the treaty itself. Andabove 


all, ners that the stipulations of the treaty 
ti 


must ultimately be performed. That the idea of 
non-performance on the part of France is utterly 
out of the question. These are the important 
points to this momentous affair, and it isa matter 
of congratulation that on all these, there is no dif- 
ference of opinion, as he believed, amongst the 
representatives of the American people, and he 
trusted no difference amongst the people them- 
selves. 

The difference, then, said Mr. T., between the 
message and the report is, comparatively, unim- 
portant. This difference consists, first, as to the 
President’s conclusion from the correspondence, 
that the French Government had engaged to pre- 
sent to the new Chambers, the bill making the 
appropriation to carry the treaty into effect, in 
time to enable him to communicate the result to 
Congress, at the commencement of the present 
session; second, as to the remedy to be pursued in 
case the Chambers should again refuse. As tothe 
first, the chairman supposes that if the French 
Minister, when the Secretary of State expressed 
to him this expectation of the President, had ex- 
pressed his assent to it, then the engagement would 
have been complete. With all due deference, 
said Mr. Tatumanee, to the honorable chairman, 
he would take leave to say, that if, after the Secre- 
tary of State had thus communicated the Presi- 
dent’s expectation to the French Minister, and he 


did not express his dissent, then the engagement 


became binding on the French Government, and 
should have been performed. But, he said, he 
would not pursue this subject, as it was not his 
intention, at this time, to discuss it. 
How, then, does the matter stand? The Pres- 
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ident is required by the Constitution to make such 
recommendations to Congress as he shall think 
the interests of the nation require. In the diffi- 
culties between the United States and France, he 
has, in a certain court, recommended reprisals on 
French property, to satisfy the demands which are 
acknowledged by sulemn treaty to be due to our 
citizens. In making this recommendation he has 
discharged his duty. It remains for Congress to 
discharge theirs. “The President leaves the wiole 
matter, as it was his duty to leave it, to the con- 
sideration and action of Congress. Mr. T. said, 
if he were to express his individual opinion, as at 
present advised, and from the best light now before 


us, he would be for adopting the measure recqm- | 


mended by the President in his message. But, 
said he, this is not the time to consider that orany 
other measure. When further information should 
be received from France, and it shall be ascertained 
that the Chambers have deliberately determined 
that the stipulations of the treaty of 1831 shall 
not be carried into effect, he did not doubt that the 
American Congress would adopt such measures 
as the interests of our citizens and the honor of 
the country require. 


In conclusion Mr. T. said he felt it his duty to | 


remark to the honorable chairman that, whenever 
the opportunity presented for acting upon thecon 

troverted points of the report, he would under- 
take to vindicate the conduct of Mr. Rives, the 
distinguished minister who negotiated this treaty. 
He had not been able to discover the propriety of 
introducing this gentleman’s name into the report 
ia the manner in which it had been done, and he 
regretted extremely that the chairman should have 
felt himself under the necessity ot doing it, when 


to almost every unbiased mind the propriety of | 


the siep would seem so very justifiable. 


Mr. KING then adopted the suggestion of Mr. 
CLAY, with regard to his amendment. 


The question being upon the resolution as 
amended, to wit: 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient at present to 
adopt any legislative measure in regard to the 
state of affairs between the United States and 
France, 

Mr. MANGUM asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and are as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Cuth- 
bert, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Man- 
gum, Moore, Morris, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, 
Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Swift,Tallmadge, Tipton, 


Tomhnson, Tyler, Waggaman, Websier, White, 


Wright—45. 

So the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year 1835 
was read twice and referred. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 14, 1835. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill confirming certain claims 
in the district of St. Stephens, in Alabama; which 
was read twice, and its further consideration post- 
poned for one week. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, reported without amendment the bill from | 
the Senate making an appropriation in aid of the | 
erection of military barracks in the city of New- | 


Orleans. 
The bill was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on en 
ott | 





merce, reported a bill for the relief of 
and others; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. BANKS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Captain John 
Downs, of the United States Navy; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the widows 
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| | 











_and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, 
of the United States schooner Wild Cat; which 
| was read twice and committed. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, and Mr. CHANEY, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, made unfavor- 
| able reports upon petitions referred to said com- 
mittees; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Petitions and memorials were submitted, on 
leave, by— 

Mr. HAZELTINE, of New York; 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama; 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana; 

Mr. MAY, of lilinois; and 

Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire. 

Which petitions and memorials were referred. 


Mr. REYNOLDS rose and remarked, that some 
weeks since he had offered a resolution having 
for its object to change the rule of the House in 
regard to the mode of electing its officers—re- 

| quiring that the vote hereafter should be viva voce, 
instead of by ballot. He did not wish to urge this 
subject on the consideration of the House; but 
supposed that it would be as well to dispose of it 
at this gs at any other time. It required no great 
deliberation to urrive at a proper conclusion on it 
He therefore moved to take it up. 


Mr. WILLIAMS objected. 


Mr. REYNOLDS then moved a suspension of 
the rule; and on that question he demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 94, nays 87. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
motion to suspend the rule was, therefore, neg- 
atived. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The following resoluticns, submitted on the 8th 
and 12:h instant, were, by consent, taken up, and 
agreed to: 

By Mr. LYON: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
| quested to furnish this House with an estimate of 

the probable expense of prosecuting and complet- 
ing, with great accuracy, the astronomical obser- 
vations contemplated by the act of Congress of 
the 14th July, 1882, entitled an act for taking of 
certain observations preparatory to the adjust- 


ment of the northern boundary line of the State | 


of Onio. 
| By Mr. LYON: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this Llouse with a copy of the 
decision of the Commissioners on all private land 
claims at Michilimacinac, Green Bay, and Prairie 
du Chien, together with connected plats and copies 
of the field notes of all such claims as have been 

| surveyed at either of the aforementioned places. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire whether any further legis- 

| lation be necessary to convict a person of perjury 
| for false swearing under the act entitled ‘*An act 
‘supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
| * surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
‘tion,’’ passed June 7, 1832; and if, in their 
opinion, it be necessary, that they report a bill to 
eifect that object. 

On motion of Mr. HATHAWAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of granting a pension to Reuben Rounds, a soldier 
| of the last war. 

On motion of Mr. BYNUM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the laws relative to the same, so as 
more effectually to expedite the surveying and 
|| running off such lots of claimants as have been 
_agreed to in conformity with the several acts of 
Congress appertaining thereto. 

Oa motion of Mr, JARVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of reducing the rate of duty upon wines of the 

Cape of Good Hope, so that they may be allowed 
to enter into the consumption of this country. 

‘(| On motion of Mr. SLADE, 

|| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
| ency of providing, by law, for the taking of testi- 
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mony before courts or magistrates acting under 
State authority, in all cases arising under the law 
of the 15th May, 1828, for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the army of the 
Revolution, and under the pension law of 7ih June, 
1832, and, also, foriegalizing the testimony already 
taken in such cases, under such authority, 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. POPE, on leave, submitted a resolution, 
directing that the hour to which the Elouse should 
stand adjourned, for the remainder of the session, 





should be eleven o’clock, a. m., instead of twelve 


o’clock, m., ag at present. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE asked for the yeas and nays 
on its adoption, 

Mr. GARLAND suggested that the resolution 
should be so amended as to direct that it take effect 
on and after Monday next. 

Mr. POPE accepted this amendment as a mod- 
ification of his motion. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was negatived—yeas 70, nays 
125 

Mr. BROWN moved to amend the resolution 
by fixing the first of February asthe day on which 
the Elouse would commence its sittings at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BROWN, 
POPE, and POLK, the amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution,as amended, was then agreed to. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a list 
of the clerks in his Department, and in the office 
of the Navy Commissioners, and the salaries of 
each; which, on motion of Mr. WHITE, was 
laid on the table, and directed to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, in response 
to a resolution of the 6th instant, relative to a road 
between Memphis and Little Rock; which, on 
motion of Mr. SEVIER, was laid on the table, and 
directed to be printed. 


The bill making appropriations for the support 


; of the Army for the year 1835, was read the third 


time and passed. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. POLK moved to postpone the orders of 
the day forthe purpose of moving that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
se state of the Union, to take up the appropriation 

ills. 

Mr. WATMOUGH hoped the motion would 
not prevail. 

Atter some conversation between the CHAIR, 
Mr. POLK, Mr. WISE, and Mr. WAT- 
MOUGH, as to the effect of the motion, it was 


| agreed to—ayes 72, noes 65. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. HUBBARD in the chair,) and took up the 
bill (No. 690) making appropriations for forts and 
fortifications of the United States, heretufore com- 
menced, for the year 1835. 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved to amend the bill 
by inserting, instead of the eighth, ninth, and 
tenth lines, ‘‘ for repairing the fortification on 


| Castle Island, in Boston harbor, according to the 


‘plan adopted by the Board of Engineers on the 
* 24th of March, 1834, in addition to the balance 
‘of the former appropriation, $75,000.” 

Mr. E. gave the reasons which induced the call 
for this appropriation at the present time. The 
only question seemed to be with reference to the 
proper time for commencing those repairs, as all . 
would admit their great importance. No time 
appeared more propitious than the present, inas- 
much as the fact was just announced, that the 


|| appropriation bill now on the table was reduced 


some $450,000 from that of last year, and the 


total amount of appropriations which it contained 


| was but $439,000. 


Mr. E. proceeded to advocate the amendment, 
by representing the importance of the repairs con- 
templated. He said there was not now a single 
piece of ordnance which could be brought to bear 


in Boston harbor. The appropriation of $8,000, 


now contained in the bill, was designed only for 
the repair of a sea-wall, and had nothing to do 
with the important repairs which he referred to. 


Mr. E. here called for the reading of a report of 
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the Secretary of War on this subject; which, '| Mr. McKIM offered an amendment “ for the | be had on the bill; that it might go to the other 


having been read by the clerk, 

Mr. POLK said it would be seen by the docu- 
ment just read, that the Secretary did not himself 
decide on the most proper time for the reconstruc- 
tion of Fort Independence. It was evident the 
work would be tantamount to rebuilding the fort, 
and the whole question with the House would be 
to decide whether they would now commence the 


reconstruction of these works, without being called | , 
|| not boast the possession of one gun. 


upon in the usual manner to do so. 

Mr. GORHAM spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment. 
called for by the highest considerations of public 
interest. The fort was a very old one, and had 
not undergone any essential repairs for the last 
forty years. The proper officers of Government 
had ales reported the necessity of the work. He 
asked why it was not done? The refusal on the 
yart of Congress tomake the —— would 
look like a determination to abandon the work 
altogether. He knew of no time more suitable 
than the present for its accomplishment, and he 
would repeat the question, why should it longer 
be delayed? If the question was asked why it 
had been so long delayed, he would answer, be- 
cause other appropriations, of large amount, took 
mrecedence. That excuse could not now avail. 
Mr. G. said there were seven millions worth of 
property now exposed in Boston harbor without 
a gun to protect it. 


Mr. DUNLAP said he thought, with the gen- | 


tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Goruam,]| who 
had just taken his seat, that it was high time for 
the House to determine whether they would pro- 
ceed to make appropriations for all the appropri- 
ations recommended by the Board of Engineers. 
This appropriation of $75,000, it appeared, was 
asked with aview of, in effect, commencing a new 
fort in the place of the old one—one which was 
now dilapidated. He could not consent to make 
appropriations for new works, until the old ones 
were completed and equipped. It seemed to be 


the design to carry into eflect splendid schemes of | 


the Board of Engineers. During the war, that 
board was too small for the purposes of the coun- 
try, and the exigencies of the times. But what, 
he would ask, was their occupation now, in their 
enlarged condition, in time of peace® It was to 
traverse this vast Union, and point out the means 
of expending the hundreds of millions which were 
drawn by taxation from the people. He asked if 
the country was now in a situation to proceed 
with these gigantic works? It was but a few 
yeurs since a compromise had been effected on the 
tariff question. Should these works be allowed to 
Eby Sqr before their completion, it would proba- 

ly be found necessary to levy a new tariff, not- 
withstanding the odium attached to the other 
among a large portion of our fellow-citizens, DBe- 
fore we embarked in such vast works, it would be 
most prudent to know that we had the money in 
the Treasury to answer the expenditure. It was 
enough, he thought, for the present purpeses of 
the Government, to finish and equip the fortifica- 


He contended that the appropriation was | 


tions which they had already commenced—some | 


of them as early as the close of the-last war. To 


be effective, these must all be armed and manned. | 


He was opposed to the amendment. 


Mr. EVERETT made a few observations in 
explanation and reply. 


Mr. DICKERSON opposed the amendment on 


the ground that it was inexpedient to commence | 


new fortifications until those already begun were 
finished and armed. When that was done, he 
would be willing to vote appropriations for new 
works, but not till then. 


On the question being taken on theamendment, | 


there appeared—ayes 45, noes 61. 

There being no quorum voting, after some de- 
lay, the SPEAKER resumed his seat, and the 
Chairman (Mr. Hussarp] announced that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. POLK moved a call of the House; which 
being agreed to, the call was proceeded in until 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, moved that the 
further proceedings in the call be suspended. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, 
and decided in the negative—ayes 59, noes 77. 


i 


| ‘repair of Fort McHenry, in Baltimore, and for || 


‘ keeping the same in order, $50,000.” 
Mr. McKIM called for the reading of a report 
of the Secretary of War on this subject; which, | 
being done, he said he had no disposition to take 
up the time of the Elouse in advocating the amend- | 
ment. He would barely state that there were | 
now one hundred millions worth of property 
exposed in Baltimore, while Fort McHenry could | 
It had three 
mortars, and was every way in a worse condition 
than during the last war. He thoughtacity which 
had defended itself so nobly on that occasion, 
should not be left entirely destitute of the means 

of defence. 

Mr. POLK gave the reasons for not embracing 
this or a similar appropriation in the bill. The | 
subject was already in the hands of the Military 
Committee, and to them, he thought, it properly 


| belonged. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, | 
and lost without a division. 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, said he was instructed by 
that committee to offer, as an amendment, *‘ for 
‘the repair of Fort Marion, (formerly Fort St. | 
‘ Marks,) at St. Augustine, in Florida, $44,181.” 

The amendment was supported by Messrs. | 
THOMSON, and WIILITE of Florida, opposed | 
by Mr. POLK, and negatived—yeas 61, nays 82. 

Mr. PARKER moved to strike from the bill the 
following clause: 

** For a fort on Throg’s Neck, Eastriver, New 
* York, in addition to the balance of former appro- | 
‘ priations, $30,000.”’ 

Mr. PARKER advocated this amendment; and 
it was opposed by Messrs. FERRIS, POLK, and | 
CAMBRELENG. It was disagreed to without | 
a count, 

After some conversation between Mr. SEVIER 
and Mr. POLI, in relation to a former item of | 
appropriation for repairs of Fort Gibson, in Ar- | 
kansas ‘Territory, 

Mr. SEVIER moved to amend the bill, by ap- | 
propriating $20,000 for the erection of aforton the | 
fronuers of Arkansas Territory, and the removal 
of the United States troops from |ort Gibson to | 
the same; which was negalived. 

The bul was then ordered to be reported to the | 
House. 


MILITARY BARRACKS AT NEW ORLEANS. 

‘Lhe committee, on motion of Mr. POLK, pro- | 
ceeded to consider the bill from the Senate, making | 
an appropriation forthe completion of the military 
barracks in New Orleans. 

Mr. POLK briefly explained the nature of the 
appropriation; when the committee rose and re- 
ported the two bills to the House without amend- 
ment, 


The bill from the Senate making appropriations | 
for the completion of the mulitary barracks at || 
New O:leans, was then read a third time, and | 

assed, 

When the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 15, 1835. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. WEB- || 
STER, TIPTON, and TYLER. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on |, 
Pensions, to which was referred the bill to revive || 
and continue the act providing pensions for per- |, 
sons disabled by known wounds received in the 
revolutionary war, reported the same with an | 
amendment; inserting one year, instead of six. || 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, | 
reported a Lill to continue the office of Commis- || 
sioner of Pensions. 

The bill having been read the first time, 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that it would be recol- || 
lected by the Senate, that the office of Commis- || 
sioner of Pensions was created by the appropri- || 


‘ation bill of 1832-"3. The office, he said, expired || 
_ by its own limitation on the termination of the || 


present Congress. It was necessary, therefore, in || 
consequence of the great accumulauon of business || 
in that department, that it should be continued. 


| And he was desirous that prompt action should | 


House, and become a law as speedily as was prac- 


ticable, so that the President might have time to 


nominate a suitable person to the Senate to.fiil the 
office. The bill Pe the same duties, the 
same salary, and the same franking privilege 
which the Commissioner of Pensions enjoyed 
under the former law. 

Mr. T. moved that the Senate take up the bill 
now; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
signs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 


| of Carey Clark, reported the same without amend- 


ment. 
The resolutions offered eee Messrs. 
WAGGAMAN, BLACK, and HILL, were 


| taken up, considered, and agreed to. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
KANE, was taken up for consideration, and the 


| following was offered by Mr. CLAYTON as a 


substitute therefor, and agreed to: 

Resulved, That the Secretary of the Senate do 
cause to be made out, and laid before the Senate, 
a statement showing the amount of money paid in 
each year, from the first session of the Eighteenth 
Congress to this time, by order of the Senate, for 
printing, and the purchase of books for the use of 
the Senate; by order of the House of Representa- 
tives, for printing and the purchase of books for 
the use of that House; by order of Congress, for 
printing, and the purchase of books for the use of 
Congress, or of any department or officer of the 


| Government; and by order of each of the execu- 
| tive departments; designating, in all cases, the 


object for which, and the persons to whom, the 
money was paid. Also, a statement showing the 


| amount of printing ordered, which has not been 
| completed; by whom the contracts for such print- 


ing was made, and an estimate of the sum or sums 
of money which will be due when such printing 


| shall be completed. 


Mr. KANE, pursuant to notice, and on Jeave 
given, introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of James Latham, de- 
ceased; which was read twice and referred. 


Mr. BELL, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of James Barron; 


| which was read the first time, and ordered to a 


second reading. 


Mr. McKEAN, pursuant to notice, and on 
leave given, reported a bill for the relief of Cap- 
tain William Morrow; which was twice read and 


| referred. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, pursuant to notice, and 
on leave given, reported a bill granting a quantity 
of land for the satisfaction of certain revolutionary 
bounty land warrants; which was read twice and 
referred. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
TIPTON: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 


| quested to transmit to the Senate an estimate of 


the cost of constructing a bridge over the river 
Wabash, at the crossing of the Cumberland road; 


_and also a report as to the practicability of con- 
structing said bridge on such a plan as not to 


obstruct the navigation of the river, at any stage 


| of water; and, Should the files of the Department 


not now furnish the information sought for by 
this resolution, that the Secretary will cause it to 
be procured and reported to the Senate at an early 


|| day in the next session of Congress. 


The bill to graduate the price of the public 
lands, and to provide for the sale of those which 
have been longest in market, was taken up for 
consideration, and, on motion of 

Mr. BENTON, it was postponed to, and made 


_ the special order for Wednesday next. 


The bill granting a township of land to the 
French University at St. Louis, was taken up for 
consideration. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said, he was instructed 
by the Committee on Public Lands to move its 
indefinite postponement; but he would move, at 
present, that it be postponed to, and made the 
special order for Wednesday next, with the other 
bills assigned for that day. 








1835. 


—_—_——— 





The bill for the relief of Anson Lynch of Mis- than any other gentleman present. He did not | 


sissippi, and 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Knox, were 
severally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill to change the place of holding the land 


office in Mississippi, from Clinton to Jackson, was || 


taken up for consideration, when 
Mr. POINDEXTER moved its indefinite post- 
poncmment. a 
Aftersome remarks from Mr. BLACK, and Mr. 
KING of Alabama, Mr. MOORE moved to lay 
the bill on the table; which was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT, ETC. 


The joint resolution, providing for the amend- || 


ment of the Constitution, in relation to the election 


of President and Vice President of the United | 


States, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. BENTON said, that the amendment pro- 
posed a change in the Constitution of the United 
States, in regard to the mode of election of the 
President and Vice President of the United States, 
and was in continuation of the proposition which 
he had the honor of making for ten years past. 


The form which the amendment now wore, has | 
been unanimously approved of by two committees | 
It was drawn by a select commit- || 


of the Senate. 
tee, consisting of nine members, four or five years 
ago, specially elected for the purpose of consider- 
ing the propriety of the amendment proposed, the 


members of which were taken from each section || 


of the Union. The proposition came unanimously 
from that committee of nine, and certainly (with- 


out intending to compliment himself) it came rec- | 
ommended to the favorable consideration of the | 


But this 


Senate, in the most imposing manner. 
At the last session of Congress, the 


was not all. 


proposition was again submitted toa committee of | 
five, appointed for the express purpose, and omit- | 
ting himself, they were entitled to the highest | 
This last mentioned committee made no || 


respect. 
amendment to the proposition, except that they 
perfected its phraseology, but left untouched the 
principles contained in it. He thought that we 


could not have an amendment in this respect | 
which was in a better form than that which was | 


now presented. He held that the principles of 
the amendment came in a most unexceptionable 


manner. There weretwo great fundamental prin- || 


ciples embraced in it. The first was to dispense 
with the intervention of electors in the choice of 
the two highest officers of the Government alto- 
gether, and submit the choice directly to the 
people. The next was, to establish the district 
system throughout the whole United States. The 
majority to be taken in each district as one vote 


for President and one vote for Vice President. | 
Another was, that in almost no event, should the | 


election devolve on the House of Representatives. 
But in the event of two individuals having an 
equal number of votes, and no one having a 


majority, then the election to go back to the. 
And, if after that there should be no— 


people. 
choice, a contingency which would never happen, 


an event scarcely within the bounds of possibility, | 


the choice should devolve on the House of Rep- 
resentatives. These, said Mr. B., were the prin- 
ciples of the joint resolution. And he thought it 
better to state them to the Senate, than that they 
should be read over at the Secretary’s table. The 
subject, however, had come up unexpectedly, 
several members were out of their seats, but the 
Senate was in possession of the principles em- 
braced in the proposition, and it was his earnest 
wish that at the end of ten years we might havea 
direct vote upon it, and he was ready to await the 


action of the Senate. He would not press the ques- | 
tion to-day, if gentlemen did not desire it, but he | 


invited the new Senators to give it their consider- 
ation and examination. 


Mr. POINDEXTER said that this subject had || 


been so long before the Senate, and had attracted 


such universal attention here, and among the || 
pores, that he would be gratified if a vote could | 


etaken uponit. He was disposed to vote for 
it, and he believed it was fully understood by the 
Senate and the people. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he might perhaps feel | 
himself in a different situation from any other 


member of the Senate, in reference to this sub- 
ject, having more recently come from the people 
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| feel ready to vote upon the proposition, and would 

|| be glad to accept the polite invitation of the gen- 
| tleman from Missouri. He suggested that the 
|| resolution might be permitted to lie over for a few 
|| days—the gentleman might choose his own time. 
r. BENTON then inoved that the resolution 
|| be laid on the table; which was agreed to. 


‘| The bill to distribute for a limited time, the 
|| proceeds of the sales of public lands, among the 
|| several States, &c., came up for consideration, and 
(| On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was post- 
|| poned to Wednesday next. 


The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Robert Hale; 

A bill for the relief of Innis Edwards; 

A bill to allow further time to complete the 
|| issuing of military bounty land warrants, for ser- 
vices during the last war; 

A bill to extend the time of issuing military land 
| warrants to officers and soldiers of the revolution- 
ary army. 
|| The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
| representative of William Graham, was taken up 
for consideration, and 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, it was in- 
| definitely postponed. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of ‘Tench Ringgold, late marshal of the District of 
Columbia, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the House of 

Representatives changing the place of holding the 
| district courts of the United States for the State 
of Mississippi, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to make sale of a lion and two 
horses, presented to the United States consul at 
|| Tangiers by the Emperor of Morocco, was taken 
| up for consideration. 
|| Mr. PORTER objected to the bill, that there 
| was no time specified in it, at which the sale 

should be made, and moved to amend it by in- 

serting the fourth Saturday in February next, and 
| the sale to be made at auction. 
Mr. FRELINGHU YSEN moved to amend the 
amendment, so as to strike out all about the lion, 
| and insert an authority to the President to pre- 

| sent the animal to the proprietor of Peate’s Mu- 

|seum at New York, and the horses to the Agri- 

' cultural Society at New York. 

Mr. F. thought it very undignified for us to be 
gravely legislating here about the sale of a lion 
and horses. He thought it did not look well for 
the Government to be disposing of presents in this 
|| way, and putting the money into the Treasury. 
|| It was much better to dispose of them in the way 
| he had suggested. 

Mr. PORTER inquired why the honorable 
gentleman from New Jersey wished to give them 
to New York? If they were to be disposed of 
in the way he had indicated, he certainly would 
| oppose sending them to New York. The Agri- 
|| cultural Society of Louisiana, he knew, would be 
| very glad of them, particularly the horses. New 

York was already powerful enough; she had the 

largest population, the greatest commercial city, 
and all the Safety-Fund banks—and why should 
|| she have the lion too? 
| Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked for a division 
| of the question, to be taken on the lion first. 

| Mr. BENTON expressed himself decidedly in 

‘favor of presenting these animals to some public 
institution—it was much the most appropriate way 
of disposing of them. 

Mr. MOORE was opposed to any proposition 
|| on this subject which came from the New York 
quarter. He was opposed to sending any lions 
|| there, or taking a lion from there. 





| Mr. CLAY said he had much rather see the bill | 
|| amended so as to leave it to the President of the | 
1, United States to dispose of these animals as he || 
|| fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 


'thought proper, and suggested such an amend- . , inst 
| the expediency of establishing a post route from 


}| ment. 
Mr. POINDEXTERsubmitted an amendment, 
‘in writing, ‘that the lion be presented to Louis 
| * Philippe, King of France, 
i * United States.”’ 


by the President of the \ 
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Mr. BUCHANAN said he was decidedly op- 


| posed to that amendment, because it would be a 


declaration of war at once. 

Mr. FRELINGHU YSEN here eccepted the aug- 
gestion of Mr. CLAY, and modified his amend- 
ment so as to allow “the President to present 
them to such person or institution as he may 
designate.” 

Mr. SHEPLEY said that this was a very amall 

affair for the Senate to be engaged in; but he 
would ask what authority we had to be giving 
away the property of the United States. If we 
haa a right to make this donation, we could dis- 
pose of any other property of the United States, 
and to any amount, in the same way. The pria- 
ciple was the same. 
_ Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN replied that, accord- 
ing to the common law principle, in order to have 
a property in a thing we must be able to hold to 
it. Now, as we could not hold the lion at all, it 
was beiter to get rid of him as soon as possible, 

The question being on the amendment submit- 
ted by Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, and modified 
by him, it was disagreed to ona division—yeas 14, 
nays 15. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then moved an amend- 
ment, authorizing the animals tu be presented to 
Captain James Reily, to compensate him for his 
trouble and expense in transporting them to this 
country; which was disagreed to on a division— 

eas 14, nays 19. 

Mr. EWING then moved a further amendment 
to the bill, requiring the sale to take place in 
Washington City; which was agreed to, and the 
bill as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and when the doors were opened, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 15, 1835. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to pro- 
vide for the widows and orphans of the militia 
who were killed or who died in the service during 
the late war with the Indians; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Colonel Daniei New- 
nan; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill from the Senate, with 
amendments, to provide for the legal adjudication 
and settlement of the claims to land therein men- 
tioned; which biil was committed to a committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
amendments ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the Petition of the heirs of Jacob ‘Thomas; and it 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Messrs. DAVIS, of Kentucky, CHANEY, and 
CHAMBERS, each made unfavorable reports 
upon petitions which had been referred to their 
respective committees. 

Petitions and memorials were presented, on 
leave, by 

Messrs. HARD, HOWELL, and TAYLOR, 
of New York; 

Messrs. BOON and HANNEGAN, of Indiana; 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 

Mr. HALL, of Maine; 

Messrs. McKENNAN and HIESTER, of 
Pennsylvania; and 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan. 

Which petitions and memorials were appropri- 
ately referred. 

On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the * har- 


| bor bill’? was recommitted to the Committee on 


| Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 
Resolved, That the Commitee on the Post Of- 


Picksington, in the county of Fairfield, by the 
town of Winchester, to Circleville, Onio. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Contin- 
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gent Expenses of the House be directed to audit | 
the accounts of the members of the committee ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives on the 
26:h day of June last, for investigating the condi- 
tion and proceedings of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, at the rate of compensation paid to the com- 
mittee for preparing a code of laws for the District 
of Columbia, of which Philip Doddridge, Esq., was 
chairman, viz: eight dollars per day during the 
recess, without any other allowance. 


On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, 

Resolved, That the message of the President of | 
the United States, communicated to the House of 
Representatives at a former session of Congress, || 
recommending a compensation of the claim to title 
to the island in the Delaware on which Fort Dela- 
ware is situated, together with the documents ac- 
companying the same, be referred to the Commit- || 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. EWING offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to cause the late annual report of the Engineer 
Department to be reéxamined in relation to an 
alleged inaccuracy in the amount of unexpended 
appropriations heretofore made to construct the 
National Road in the State of Indiana, and trans- 
mit to this House, as speedily as may be practica- 
ble, the result, together with a statement showing 
the sum that now remains unexpended, and that 
which will actually be available for payment of 
labor on said road in Indiana, during the approach- 
ing season, 

On motion of Mr. LEA, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing Peter Powerman, of Blount 
county, in the State of ‘Tennessee, on the roll of || 
revolutionary pensioners, and that the documents 
in support of his claim be referred to said com- 
mittee. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
revising the statute laws of the United States, and 
for the purpose of instituting a commission to con- 
sist of members, to report to Congress such 
revision for its consideration and adoption. || 


Mr. WILLIAMS, by consent, submitted the | 
foliowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House 
of Representatives be granted to the Colonization 
Society on Monday evening, the 19th instant. 

Mr. MARDIS demanded the yeas and nays. 
He was unwilling that the Hall should be given up || 
for any such purpose. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were— 
yeas 123, nays 53. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution heretofore offered by Mr. || 
CHILTON: . | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the subject, 
and report their opinion to this House, of the most 
equal and just mode of applying the revenues of 
the country to sych works of public improvement 
within the respective States of this Union as may || 
be necessary for the facilitating of commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States. | 
And that they moreover report their opinion of 
the best ard most practicable mode of ascertain- | 
ing and determining the nationality and impor- 
tance of such improvements as may be proposed 
within the said several States. 


Mr. CIIILTON resumed his remarks by re- 
ferring to what he had said the other day on the 
subject of the two clauses of the Constitution of || 
the United States, and read a lengthy extract from | 
a report made to the House of Representatives, 
January 7, 1819, by Mr. Calhoun, then Secretary 
of War, in answer to certain resolutions of the 
House on the subject of internal improvements. | 
In this extract, Mr. Calhoun explicitly declared 
it to be his opinion that a judicious system of in- || 
ternal improvements, by roads and canals, con- | 
structed for the convenience of commerce and the || 
transportation of the mails, offered one of the best | 
and most efficient means for the complete defence | 
of the country. Whatever difference of opinion 
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GLOBE. 


might exist, said Mr. C., as to this gentleman’s 


/ Opinions on some subjects, every one gave him 


credit for possessing powerful talents, and integrity 
of purpose. Mr. C. said he was not one of those 
who advocated what had been designated as a 


_** splendid scheme of internal improvements,’’ by 
taxing the people of the country to effect it, be- 


cause, in his opinion, it would be better to leave 
the taxes in the hands of the people of the States; 
his object was to expend the residue of the public 


| treasure in such objects, after the needful demands 
_ of the Government had been discharged. Surely, 
| there was no gentleman there, who could not see 


the great importance of carrying on a national 
system of internal improvements, who would take 
a survey of the beautiful streams and rivers be- 


| stowed upon our country by the God of nature. 


He might, to be sure, upon constitutional scruples, 


| but there were many who did not profess those 


scruples, and to such he appealed, and asked them 
how they could reconcile it to their consciences to 
abandon this system? There was no nation under 


the sun devoted to such high and exalted destinies | 


as our own, and the present condition of the State 


of New York, where internal improvements had | 


been fostered and carried out, contrasted with the 
condition of other States, was an illustration of 
this. 

Mr.C. offered his acknowledgments tothe House 


if time had permitted, he would have touched. 
He had intended to have introduced divers prop- 


| ositions showing that the Executive had sanc- || 
tioned one work and rejected another, both of | Alien, Asbley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Bates, 
He had also || 
| intended to have gone further in exhibiting to the 


| House the flagrant injustice that had been done to 


which were identical in principle. 


the western country. The State of Kentucky, 
which was the sixth State of the Union in its 
quota of militia, had never received a solitary 
If the West was of 
no consideration but in time of war, and fit only 
to fight the battles of the country, let it be at once 
avowed. Hecould assure gentlemen that more 


| depended upon the decision of this question than 
| they were perhaps aware of; and the course, not | 
| only of himself, but of others, might be regulated 
Mr. C. was for equal justice. Here | 
was a firm originally of thirteen partners, who were | 
| each entitled to an equal share of the benefits, but | 
if one or two are to engross the whole, he was | 
_almost going as far as to say the sooner the firro 

| was dissolved the better. 
_ to say, he would nullify—though he was no nulli- | 
fier; but he believed if ever that doctrine became | 


by its issue. 


| popular, it would be on account of the gross in- 
| justice done to one part of the country to the ad- 


vantage of another. 
Mr. C. concluded by saying this was the last 


report he probably should ever attempt to bring 
| under the consideration of that body. The present 
| session, in all probability, would close his labors 


on that arena, but he should never cease to feel a 
deep and lively interest on this subject. 


mittee, to whom the subject had been referred, 


| should ** inquire into the subject, and report their || 
| opinion to this House, of the most equal and just 
| mode of applying the revenues of the country to || 
| such works of public improvement as may be ne- 
|| cessary,’’ &c.,and hedid hope that the House || 
would permit it to be adopted, and the inquiry | 
| made. 
Again expressing his acknowledgments for the | 
|| courtesy with’which the House had favored him, || 


Mr. C. called for the yeas and nays on the adoption 


| of the resolution. 


‘They were ordered. 
Mr. ASHLEY said, he rose only to make a 


very brief explanation. The gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky, in the course of his remarks the otherday, 


had set down the State of Missouri as having re- | 
ceived the sum of $24,000. Mr. A. wished to 


correct this mistake, and to assure the gentleman 


| from Kentucky that he sympathized with him, | 
for the State of which Mr. A. had the honor to be | 
| a representative, had received no such sum, but 
| was in a similar situation to the honorable mem- 


ber’s own State. 


Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, moved to 
lay the resolution on the table. 





| Jones, Kavanagh, Kilgore, King, Lansing, La- 


January 15, 


| Mr. CHILTON called for the yeas and nays; 
| 








which were ordered. 

Mr. McKIM asked for the reading of the reso- 
lution; which was read. ‘ 
| ‘The question was then taken on laying the reso- 
| lution on the table, and decided in the affirmative: 
| Yeas 122, nays 77: 


|| YEAS—Messrs. J. Adams, J. J. Allen, Wm. 


| Allen, Anthony, Archer, Barringer, Beale, Bean, 
Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 


|| Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Casey, Cha- 


| ney, Chinn, Claiborne, Samuel Clark, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Clowney, Coffee, Cramer, Davenport, Day, 
| Deberry, Dickerson, Dunlap, Ferris, PhiloC. Ful- 
| ler, W. K. Fuller, Fulton,Gamble,Gholson, Gillet, 
| Gordon, Graham,Grayson,Griffin, Thos. H. Hall, 
| Halsey, Hamer, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
| Hathaway, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hub- 

bard, Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. John- 
son, Noadiah Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 


_porte, Lay, Lea, Loyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, 
Joel K. Mann, Manning, Mardis, Join Y. Ma- 
/ son, Moses Mason, Mclntire, McKay, McKin- 
ley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, 





He was almost going | 


All that 
| his resolution asked was, that the standing com- | 


oore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgocd, 
Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, Peyton, Pick- 


Rencher, R lds, Robert Scher 
for the courtesy which had been extended to him. | tik ane ee eee 


| There were a great many other points on which, 


| Schley, A. H.Shepperd, Shinn, Standifer, Suther- 
|Jand, William Taylor, Wm. P. Taylor, Vander- 
| poel, Van Houten, Wagener, Wardwell, Whallon, 
|| White, Wise—122. 

NAYS— Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 


] ens, Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Pope, Ram- 


| Baylies, Beatty, Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Burd, 


|| Burges, Chambers, Chilton, Wm Clark, Corwin, 


| Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, Denny, 
Dickson, Evans, E. Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Fowler, Garland, Gorham, Grenneil, Hiland 
Hall, Hannegan, Hard, James Harper, Hazeltine, 
| Hiester, Wm. Jackson, E. Jackson, Janes, W. 
| C. Johnson, H. Johnson, Kinnard, Lane, Letch- 
er, Lincoln, Love, Mariindale, Marshall, Mce- 
_ Carty, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, Milligan, 
|| Miner, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Wm. B. Shepard, 
| Sloane, Spangler, Steele, P. Thomas, Thomson, 
| Tompkins, Trumbull, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, 
| Watmough, Webster, Frederick Whittlesey, Wil- 
' son, Young—77. 
So the House determined to lay the resolution 
on the table. 


Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on 
'| Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the representatives of Colonel Anthony W. 
|| White; which was read twice and committed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
/a report of the commissioners appointed to settle 
| and adjust private land claims in the State of 
| Missouri. 


Mr. ASHLEY, by consent, submitted the fol- 

|| lowing resolution in relation to the foregoing com- 
munication; which was agreed to: 

| Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the 

Treasury, in relation to private land claims in 

Missouri, be referred to the Committee on the Pub- 

‘lic Lands, with instructions to inquire into the 





expediency of providing by law for the confirma- 
tion of these claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
| from the Secretary of War, in answer to a reso- 
lution of the 12th instant, respecting the improve- 
|| ment of the Arkansas river; which, on motion of 


| Mr. SEVIER, was referred to the Committee of 
| Ways and Means. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
twice and committed: 

A bill to provide for the compensation of the 
| marshal of the district of Delaware; 
| A bill for the relief of Peter H. Green and Wil- 
' liam Emerson. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the House then took 
|| up the report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the bill making appro- 
priations for certain fortifications heretcfore com- 
menced, for the year 1835. 
Mr. EVERETT moved, in the House, thesame 











1835. 


amendment which he had 

mittee of the Whole, viz:. 
‘* For repairing the fortification on Castle Island, 

‘jin Boston harbor, according to the plan adopted | 

‘ by the Board of Engineers, on the 24th of March, 

* 1834, in addition to the unexpended balance of | 

‘the former appropriation, $75,000.”” 


Mr. E. said, he would not take up the time of | 





the House by repeating the observations he had | 


yesterday addressed to the committee. He would 


merely advert to one fact, which he deemed im- | 


portant. It had been stated by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Poxk,] that no call had been made from the 
department for this appropriation. He pro- 
ceeded to show that such a call had been made by 
the estimates of the Board of Engineers; and it 


was on estimates alone that all the appropriations | 


in the bill were founded. Mr. E. here read an 
extract from a report on the subject from the 
department, which declared the work to be * he- | 
cessary.’’ He said there was another point which | 
seemed to be misunderstood by some individuals | 
who had spoken on the question. They were 


under the impression that the fortification on || 


George’s Island protected the whole harbor. This 


was not the fact, as there were two channels, and || 


both fortifications were essential to their protec- 


amendment of his colleague, (Mr. Evererr.] 
He said he would conient himself by reading the 


report of the Board of Engineers on the matter | 
Mr. G. here read extracts from that | 


in contest. 
report. 
Mr. POLK would follow the example of the 
gentlemen from Massachusetts, [Messrs. Ever- 
ETT and Goruam,] and not again upon the whole 
subject of discussion. 
a siatement which had been made, that this appro- 


priation was authorized by the recommendation of | 
The appropriation of $8,000 | 


the department. 


already contained in the bill, was the estimated | 


amount for repairs; and no estimate had been 
made for reconstruction. The bill had provided ail 
that the department had asked for, viz: $15,000 


for Fort Warren, and $8,000 for Fort Independ- | 


ence. After some further remarks, in explanation 
of the present situation of these works, he called 
on the House to endeavor to keep their appropria- 
tions down, at least to the estimates of the officer 
appointed to make them. He had long with pain 


witnessed the fact that all excess of appropriation | 


had originated in that House. 
Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 


GORHAM, EVERETT, and POLK, not dis- || 


tinctly understood. 

Mr. PARKER addressed the House for a few 
minutes, in favor of the amendment. 
said, admitted that the work was important, and 
that it was in a state of dilapidation. 


ing the amendment, and on that question he asked 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. POLK said as he regarded the vote which || 
would be given on this question indicative of the || 


feeling of the House on subjects of the most 


emphatically vital importance, he deemed it essen- || 
He. 


tial to have a full House when it was taken. 
therefore moved a call of the House. 
A majority of the members present having 


seconded the motion, the call was proceeded in | 


until the Clerk had once gone through the list, and 
while calling the names of the absentees the call 
was arrested by a motion of Mr. HIESTER for 
its suspension; which was agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. EVERETT, of Mas- 
sachusetts, was then read, and the question being 
taken by yeas and nays, there appeared yeas 89, 
nays 120. 

So the House determined not to adopt the 
amendment. 


Mr. McKIM then moved the amendment offered 
by him in Committee of the Whole yesterday: 


‘* For the repair of Fort McElenry, in the city 
‘of Baltimore, and for putting the same in a 
* proper state of defence, $50,000.” 


Mr. McK. said he should not detain the House 





proposed in the Com- | 


|| fi 


He rose merely to correct | 


It was, he | 


It was also | 
apparent that $8,000 expended upon it, would be | 
just so much money thrown away. As the ques- | 
tion thus presented itself, he was in favor of adopt- | 





| induced him to move this item. All he should 
| say was, that in the opinion of the War Depart- 

ment, it was thought expedient that Baltimore 

should be put in a proper state of defence; and 

there were papers before the House, which testi- 
ed that its present defences were altogether in- 
' adequate. Mr. McK. read a letter from the Sec- 
|| retary of W.: to a similar purport, and referred 
| to other papers. 

Mr. POLK would only remark, that a memo- 
rial on this sabject, from the citizens of Baltimore, 
had been presented to the House, and referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs, who had the 

whole matter at this time under investigation; 
and, therefore, he did not think it proper to take 
it out of their hands. The same principle applied 
to this appropriation which applied to that for 
repairs in Boston harbor. The Elouse had been 
furnished with no estimates. 


Mr. McKIM asked for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; which were ordered. 

@he question was then taken, and decided as 
| follows: Yeas 65, nays 130. 
So the House determined not to agree to the 
| amendment. 


Mr. THOMSON said, notwithstanding the two 


|| votes of the House just recorded, he still deemed 


tion. 
Mr. GORHAM followed in support of the | 


it his duty to move the following amendment: 

‘* For the repair of Fort Marion, formerly Fort 
St. Mark’s, and the repair of the sea wall at St. 
Augustine, in Florida, $44,181.”’ 


either of the two Jast. It was for the repair of a 
fort now sinking into a state of dilapidation, the 
original cost of which was said to have been 
$2,000,000, and for arresting the progress of the 
ocean upon the sea- wails, which had been endan- 
gered by the conduct of the United States offi- 
cers. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, expressed his sur- 
| prise at the opposition these items meet with from 


| Means; but he hoped he would see cause to with- 
draw his opposition to the present amendment. 
The gentleman objected to the appropriation for 
the city of Baltimore on the ground that the sub- 
| ject was before the Military Committee, and they 
_had not yet acted upon it. Now, here was one 
| recommended and introduced by that committee, 
| not only of the present, but of a former session of 
|| Congress, when a distinguished gentleman from 


|| South Carolina [Mr. Drayton] was its chairman. 

|The gentleman objected that the engineer had 
made no report, and that no recommendation had 
come from the War Department. But Mr. W. 
| would ask if we were come to that pass, like a 
| provision laid down in the French constitution, 


| that no measure could be debated in the Chamber 
| of Representatives till it was recommended by a 
| Cabinet Minister? He hoped not. Mr. W. made 
some further remarks in support of the proposed 
item, and hoped as the subject had been discussed 
|| in, and recommended by a standing committee of 
|| the House, that the amendment would prevail. 


| letter of the Secretary of War; which having been 
read by the Clerk— 

Mr. POLK said, the letter contained no opinion 
of that organ of the Government, but merely 
transmitted certain documents referred to. 


| upon which the House was called upon to appro- 
| 


| i 


the colonies of that power, for what purpose he 
believed few could imagine; for it was conceded on 


reach it. In the first place, the depth of water 


i 
| 


Mr. T. said, this was ofa different character from 
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the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 


Mr. THOMSON called for the reading of the | 
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| by a lengthy argument of the reasons which | tion to the amendment, and asked for the yeas 


and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved to adjourn; but, at the re- 
quest of Mr. POLK, withdrew the motion. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative—yeas 67, nays 
111. 

So the House refused to agree to the amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 16, 1835. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. KING of Alabama, TYLER, and PRES- 
TON. 

Mr. TYLER presented a memorial from certain 
citizens of Georgetown, praying for the iIncorpo- 
ration of a new bank in that city, with the power 
of establishing branches in Alexandria and Wash- 
ington; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for 
the relief of Edward Paine and Elias Arnold, re- 
ported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. BLACK, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam M. Cocheral, reported the same with an 
amendment. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Abraham Wrin- 
kle, which had been referred to the same com- 
mittee, with an amendment. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of 
Mountjoy Bailey. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the follow- 
ing bills, reported them as follows: 

A bill granting an additional quantity of land, 
in satisfaction of revolutionary bounty land war- 
rants. 

A bill for the relief of John Tice. 

A bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Charles Colwell. [The committee 
dissenting from the propriety of its re 

A bill for the relief of Wi'liam O'Neill, which, 
on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was taken up 
for consideration, and then laid on the table. 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Samuel and James Smith. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas Aspinwall, reported a bill authorizing 


| certain allowances to be made to the United States 


Consul at London. 

On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, the bill was taken 
up for consideration, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. TYLER: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to the legal representative of Wiiliam 
Royall, deceased, interest on the commutation 


| pay allowed by an act passed at the last session 


What | 
were the facts, and what was the information 


priate this money? The fort at St. Marks, or Fort | 
Marion, as it was then called, was built by the | 
old Spanish Government when Florida was one of | 


{ 


|| all hands, that an armed force could not possibly | 


|| was never over nine feet, and Mr. P. had the | 


|| authority of the War Department for the assurance | 


|| that it was in every way unimportant for coast 


| defence. [Mr. P. here read the document referred | 


1 to.] Mr. P. denied that he was governed by the 
| 
1} 


yield to the.dictation of any department of the 
|| Government; but he would gladly receive any 
information within the scope of their duty to 





| give. 
|” Mr. P. made some farther remarks in opposi- 


dictation of any Cabinet Minister, nor would he | 


| the objection urged by Mr. POINDEXTER, when 


of Congress. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
John Smith, of Indiana, on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, from the date of his first application for a 
pension, in the year 1817. 

By Mr. BENTON: 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on 
Finance, under the resolution of the Senate, to 
investigate the affairs and conduct of the Bank of 


the United States, and which report was made on 


the 18th of December, 1834, be recommitted, 
with instructions to renew and complete the in- 
quiries into the subjects mentioned in the resolu- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the Sen- 
ate took up for consideration the bill making an 
appropriation to complete the road from Lyme 
creek to Chatahoochie, opposite Columbus, in 
Alabama. 

Mr. KING submitted an amendment to obviate 
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. ea 
the bill was under consideration on a former day, 


* that the appropriation shall be taken out of the 
two per cent. fund, which has been set apart for 
making roads in Alabama,’’ which he supported 
by some remarke. 

Mr. POLNDEXTER was not altogether satis- 
fied with the amendment, and proposed to amend 
the same further, by adding a proviso ‘ that the 
Legislature of Alabama should give her assent to 
the appropriation.” 

Remarks were also made by Messrs. KING, 
TIPTON, PORTER, MOORE, GRUNDY, in 
favor of the bill; and by Messrs. POINDEXTER, 
BLACK, and HENDRICKS against it. 

The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, Mr. POINDEXTER asked the yeas 
and naya; which were ordered, and the question 
was disagreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mesers. Knight, Moore, Poindexter, 
and Webster—4. 

NAYS—Messars. Benton, Pibb, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hili, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Linn, McKean, Mangum, Morris, Naudain, 
Porter, Robinson, Shepley, Smith, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wagga- 
man, White, and Wright—2s. 

The question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the yeasand nays there- 
on; which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Mesers. Benton, Black, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Grundy, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, 
Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Wagga- 
man, White, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messers. Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hendricks, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Nau- 
dain, Poindexter, Porter, Smith, Southard, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, and Webster—17. 

So the question was determined in the aflirma- 
tive. 

The question then being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, as amended, 

Mr. MOORE moved that the bill be laid on the 
table till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 


The CHAIR communicated a letter from the 
Treasury Department, accompanied by the returns 
made to that department by the banks of the 
District of Columbia; which, on motion of Mr. 
WEBSTER, was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, another communication from the Treasury 
Department, showing the number of clerks em- 
ployed in that department for the year 1834, and 
the compensation paid to each. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. TIPTON, was taken up for consideration: 
** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 


quested to transmit to the Senate an estimate of | 


the cost of constructing a bridge over the river 
Wabash, at the crossing of the Cumberland road; 
and also a report as to the practicability of con- 
structing said bridge on such a plan as not to 
obstruct the navigation of the river, at any stage of 
water; and, should the files of the Department not 
now furnish the information sought for by this 
resolution, that the Secretary will cause it to be 
procured and reported to the Senate at an early 
day in the next session of Congress.” 

Mr. TIPTON said that thisresolution proposed 
an inquiry into the practicability of constructing a 
bridge over the Wabash, where the national road 
crosses that stream. Several of the western States, 
he said, were interested in the erection of this 
bridge; and all the States west of the Wabash, 
were more deeply interested in it than Indiana was. 
The mail sent to all the States west of that river, 
would be transported in stages, and would be much 
retarded in its progress, if there was no other mode 
of crossing the river than in ferry boats. The 
rise in the river in consequence of freshets, ren- 
dered the crossing in boats dangerous; and the 
floating ice in the winter season obstructed the 
passage of boats, sometimesentirely; and of course 
that of the mail and of travellers. But there was 
a large portion of Indiana, nearly one-fourth of the 


State, and a portion of the State of Illinois, situ- | 


ated on the Wabash, above the crossing of the 


national road, and all that country would be seri- | 


ously injured if a bridge should be so erected as to 
have the effect of obstructing the navigation of the 


_ horses, presented by the Emperor of Morocco to 


‘ mommenaeenioas 


river at a high stage of the water; and his vote for | On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 


an eppropriation to erect this bridge, Mr. T. said, 
would depend upon the ascertainment of the fact, 
whether it would have this effect or not. He 
hoped and believed that a bridge could be con- 
structed on such a plan, that the navigation would 
not be impeded or interfered with in any way, at 
any stage of the water; and if it should so turn 
out, the bridge ought to be erected. The inquiry 
could injure no one, and would bea great satisfac- 
tion to those immediately interested. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill to establish x 
mail route in East Florida, between the naviga- 
ble waters of the St. John’s and the Suwanee | 
river. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, also reported | 
a bill for the continuation and repair of the Cum- 
berland road; which was read the first time and | 
ordered to a second reading. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of James | 
Latham, was read the second time and referre® 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of Robert Hale; 

A bill for the relief of Etham Edwards; 

A bill to allow further time for completing the 
issuing and locating of military land warrants | 
during the late war; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Knox; 

A bill to continue the office of Commissioner of 
Pensions; 


A bill for the relief of Absalom Lynch. 
The bill authorizing the sale of a'lion and two 





the United States Consul at ‘Tangiers, also came 


up for a third reading; and, on motion of Mr. |. 


POINDEXTER, was laid on the table. 


The following bills were read the second time, | 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Francis Lasalle; 

A bill for the relief of James Thomas; 

A bill granting atownship of land to the borough 
of Mackinaw; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Zantzinger, 
late Purser in the Navy; 

A bill for the relief of Tufts & Clark; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas D. Coleman; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Mortee. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, it was then 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it will 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
F ripay, January 16, 1835. 
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_Sanuary 16, 





Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expeui- 
ency of authorizing the Secretary of War to estab- 
lish a pension agency in the town of Jackson, 


in the State of Tennessee, and to provide for the 


payment of all the United States pensioners re- 
siding in the counties of Harden, McNairy, Har- 
deman, Fayette, Shelby, Tipton, Haywood, Mad- 
ison, Lienderson, Perry, Carroll, Gibson, Dyer, 


| Obion, Weakly, and Henry, at said agency. 


On motion of Mr. STEW ART, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation to pay the salary 
of Valentine Geisy, late superintendent of the 
Cumberland road, 


Mr. PINCKNEY offered the following resolu- 


|| tion; which, under the rule, lies one day: 


Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested (if not inconsistent in his opinion with 
the public interest) to communicate to this House 
any correspondence that may have taken place be- 
tween the Government and that of Spain respect- 
ing the act of Congress, passed on the 30th day of 
June, 1834, entided, ** An act concerning tonnage 


duty on Spanish vessels’’—and also any informa- 


tion in his possession going to show whether there 
is any prospect that the commerce of the United 
States with the Island of Porto Rico, will hereaf- 
ter be regulated upon principles of reciprocity, or 
whether it is in contemplation by the Spanish au- 


_ thorities to increase or reduce the discriminating 


duties of tonnage, and the discriminating duties 
on imports and exports now levied on American 
vessels and on American merchandize and pro- 
duce. 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Walter Phillips; which was read twice and 


' committed. 





Petitions and memorials, by consent, were pre- 
sented by, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana; 

Mr. GRAYSON, of South Carolina; 

Mr. PHILLIPS, of Massachusetts; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Mr. MERCER, of Virginia; 

Which memorials and petitions were appropri- 
ately referred. 


| 


Mr. MAY presented the petition of Sundry | 


citizens of Lilinois, praying the establishment of a 


mail route from Terre Haute, Indiana, to Quincy, | 


on the Mississippi river; which, on his motion, 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads. 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, offered the follow- 


ing resolution; which, under the rule, lies one | 


day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 


| quested to cause an examination to be made into 


the present condition of Fort Marion, in East 
Florida, and to report to the next session of Con- 


| gress, whether the public interests would not be | 


promoted by its repair and preservation for de- 
fence and barracks, with an estimate of the cost of 
its repair, and that of the sea-wall between it and 
St. Francis barracks; and also to present a report 


|| of the manner and objects to which the twent 
| thousand dollars appropriated has been expended. | 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for harbors, rivers, and the Delaware breakwater; 


| which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to prevent eva- 
sions of the revenue laws, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice and postponed to Monday 


week. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for building light-houses, erecting beacon lights, 


and making surveys for the year 1835; which was 


read twice and committed. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of certain harbors therein mentioned; 
which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. GILLET, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole be 
discharged from the further consideration of bill 
No. 524, and it be committed to the Coramittee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill placing the name of 
Captain Cole on the pension roll; which was read 
twice and committed, 

Messrs. FOSTER, HUBBARD, McINTIRE, 
ADAMS of New York, and MOORE, each made 
unfavorable reports upon petitions, &c., referred 
to their respective committees. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the State 
of Alabama to apply the two per cent. of the pro- 
ceed of the sales of the public lands within that 
State, to opening a canal, or making a railroad, 
for the purpose of connecting the waters of the Ten- 
nessee and Coosa rivers; which was read twice. 

Mr. BLAIR moved that the said bill be now en- 


_grossed for a third reading; and remarked, that 


the bill on its face so clearly developed the object, 
that explanation would be unnecessary. He would 
however say, that by the terms of the compact 
under which the State of Alabama came into the 
Union, two per centum of the net proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands were reserved to 
make a road or roads leading to that State, and 








1835. . 


that the bill proposed, the contracting parties 
agreeing thereto, to change the direction of that 
fund and apply it to the constructinga railroad or 
canal between the Tennessee and Coosa rivers. 
He said that inasmuch as new appropriation of 
money from the ‘Treasury was asked, and the 
necessity of speedily putting it in the power of 
Alabama to pass upon the proposed change, he 
had obtained the unanimous consent of the seven 
members in the committee, when the subject was 
brought before them, to the motion which he had 
made. He said that, aware that some might 
object that the Legislature of Alabama could not 
constitutionally change the compact which had 
been made by the convention, the bill was so 
worded as to obviate every scruple by requiring 
the assent of the State of Alabama before the 
change could be made. Mr. B. said that he could 
foresee no possible objection to the proposiuon, 
inasmuch as there was no necessity for making 
such roads to Alabama as were contemplated at 
the time of the compact. The Indian title has, 
generally, been extinguished in theadjacent States, 
and the territory seitled up to her borders; what 
was then regarded as being necessary, is now 
wholly unnecessary. The improvemeut which 
is proposed, (Alabama consentiug,) is one of the 
first importance. It will iptersect three States, 
and unite waters flowing ffom and through five 
of the States of this Union. It has been longa 
subject of examination by the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, and has as often as it has been 





brought forward, been favorably reported upon. | 


He hoped the Elouse would order the biil to be 
engrossed for a third reading, inasmuch as any 
other disposition of it would tend to defeat it at 
this stage of the session. 

Mr. McKINLEY said he wastaken by surprise. 
Ee had never heard that it was intended to intro- 
duce sucha bill. Hisconstituents were interested 
in the disposition of this fund, and as this bill was 


lay it on the table. 

Mr. McKinney withdrew the motion at the 
request of 

Ir. CLAY, who entered into an explanation 


of the circumstances under which the bill had been | 


reported. A resolution on this subject, adopted 
on his motion some time since, had been referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
supposed that his colleague (Mr. McKin.ey) was 
aware of this fact. 
had reported a bil] somewhat variant trom his pro- 
position; but he could not see how his colleague 
could have been taken by surprise by the intro- 
duction of the bill. In relation to the relinquish- 
ment of this fund, he would remark that, by the 
terms of the compact, two per cent. of the net 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands within 


said State, after her admission, was reserved to the || 


State of Alabama, for the purpose of opening a 
road or roads to the State—not for making roads 
within the State. More than $100,000 had accrued 
under this compact—imore than fifteen years had 
elapsed, and nota single dollar had been applied 
ascontemplated. From the policy which had been 
adopted by the General Government, it was not 
likely that this sum would beso applied. Besides, 


it would go but a little way towards accomplish- | 


ing the original object intended. The simple in- 
tention of the bill was so to change the compact 
as to permit the State of Alabama to apply this 
money to another important, though different 
object—namely, the opening of a canal or railroad 
to connect the waters of the Tennessee with Coosa 
river. He could see no possible objection to the 
peasage of the bill, inasmuch as the State of Ala- 

ama was left, by its terms, perfectly at liderty to 
accept, or reject, the proposed relinquishment of the 
fund. Mr. C. said, it was true that his resolution 
contemplated giving a broader discretion to the 


Legislature—that was, the application of the fund | 


to the construction of a railroad or canal, con- 


necting the waters of the Mobile Bay with those of | 


the Tennessee river, instead of naming any partic- 
ular river flowing into Mobile Bay; and he would 
still prefer the bill in thatform. Asthe committee 


had thought proper to vary the terms of the re- 
linquishment, however, still Jeaving it entirely in 
the election of Alabama to receive it or not, on 
those terms, and as, without the passage of this 
bill, the fund would continue to 


e inactive and 


not calculated to benefit them, he would move to | 


He had | 


The committee, it was true, | 


unproductive, he hoped it would pass, and should | 
It would be better to get the | 


give it his support. 
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benefit of the iund in the mode proposed, than to 
lose the advantage of it altogether, aud he hoped | 
that his honorable colleague would withdraw his | 


Opposiuion. 


Mr. MERCER suggested to the gentleman from | 


Tennessee (Mr. Brarir} the propriety of permit- 
ting the bill to go to the Commitieé of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, where it would be open 
toamendment. He feared that it would be lost 
if pressed at this time, &c. 

Mr. MARDIS was apprehensive that this sub- 
ject was not understood by the Ilouse. The fund 
referred to was not the property of the United 
States. 


asinglecent. It only asked a change of the dis- 


position of a fund reserved to the State of Ala- | 


bama, by compact, that it may be applied specially 
to the opening of a canal or railroad, to connect 


' committee, 


The bill did not ask the appropriation of | 


the waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers. | 


By applying this money in the mode proposed by 
tie bill, it would open a steam communication 
from New Orleans to Maine, with the exception 
of about three hundred miles. But his colleague 
{Mr. McKintey] thought that his constituents 
would not be benefitted by thisimprovement. He 
could not suppose his colleague acted upon the 
selfish principle that because it was not in his 
immediate district, his constiiuents would not be 
in favor of this great national improvement. But 
a very small portion of his constituents were im- 
mediately interested in this work; but its import- 
ance, in a general point of view, would induce 


him to give this measure his cordial support. He || 


hoped, therefore, that the bill would be ordered to 
be engrossed, and, if necessary, it would be post- 
poned to such time as would allow gentlemen to 
examine it thoroughly. 


Mr. McKINLEY repeated that he was taken | 
He | 


by surprise on the introduction of this bill. 
had held no conversation with either of his col- 
leagues, or any other person, on the subject; nor 
was the resolution to which one of his colleagues 
(Mr. Cray] alluded calculated to apprize him of 
an intention to introduce any such measure as the 
present. 


and that it should‘be proposed to order its en- 
grossment at the moment of its introduction. 
was certainly not strange that he should indicate 
a determination to protect the interests of his con- 
stituents. 
Mr. BLAIR ieplied to Mr. McKintey, and 
' others, that, for twelve years, the connection of 
the Tennessee and Coosa rivers had been, to his 
knowledge, before Congress; that it was, in his 
estimation, the most important improvement (in- 
| volving the expenditure of a like amount of money) 
in the Union. It was of direct interest to five 
States of this Union. Ele had, as a member of 
the committee and of the Llouse, urged the appro- 
priation of money to complete that object. When 
refused money, he had consented to take lands in 
its vicinity, as had been given to other States, 
when that was refused. He was ready to resort 


The reason of his surprise was, that a | 
biil of this character, affecting the interests of the | 
people of Alabama, should be imtroduced without | 
consultation with is representatives on this floor, | 


It | 





even to the expedient of making an appeal to the | 


State of Alabama, to divert the two per cent. from 
useless roads, to the prosecution of that great 
work. Mr. B. said that the House had the sub- 
ject before it, and would dispose of it as might be 
thought best; for his own part he would give no 
consent to refer the bill to a Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. He preferred 
a vote on the subject, and if rejected, it would be 
done openly and direct! y—to refer to the commit- 
| tee at this stage of a short session, was voting to 
| bury the bill under the mass cf business then upon 
the table. 
As to the remark of the honorable gentleman 
|| from Alabama, [Mr. McKunuey,] that this State 


been consulted—he could say that the measure had 
been pressed by others from his State, and Mr. 
| B. had supposed that a perfect understanding had 
| prevailed amongst the members of that delegation. 


| This he could say with truth, that Alabama has 
|| always regarded the connexion of the Tennessee 
| and Coosa as a work of importance, and the Le- 
| gislature, at its present session, had that subject 





had not asked for the change, and that he had not 
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before it in a proposition from a committee of that 
body to pledge the faith of the State for the repay- 
ment of a loan of $1,000,000 to perfect that im- 


provement. Andu Mr. b. was not mistaken, the 
gentlewan himself had subsctibed to 1s import. 
ance in voting for the appropriation of the public 
lands to works of improvement in his State, of 
which this was one. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought there were principles 
of considerable importance involved in the vill 
which rendered it proper that it should go to a 
The House was called upon to vary 
a compact, or enter into a new one. He thought 
that the measure proposed was equivalent to an 
appropriation of money from the ‘Treasury. Le 
was not untriendly to the bill, nor did he desire to 
throw any unnecessary obstructions in the way of 
its passage; but he considered it necessary that it 
should be committed. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair, whether, 
under the rule, it was not iadispensably necessary 
that the bill should be committed. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR, 
Messrs. BRIGGS, CLAY, and McKINLEY, on 
the point of order, the bill, in obedience to the 
decision of the Speaker, was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis to employ a 
clerk; which was read twice. Mr. G. asked that 
it might be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GARLAND objected on the ground that 
the course was irregular, and gave a precedence 
over other bills heretofore reported. He referred 
to one or two in particular, in which many citi- 
zens of his own State were deeply interested, and 
on which it had been found impossible to procure 
the action of the Hlouse. Tle preferred that the 
business should progress in its regular order. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rule. He 
was satisfied that the bill ought to pass, and he 


| hoped it would be ordered to be engrossed at this 


time. 

Mr. ASHLEY said there ought to be no gen- 
eral rule without an exception. He thought this 
bill presented a case of that sort. A clerk was 
absolutely necessary in the office of the superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis. The busi- 
ness of that office, unless a clerk was provided, 
would have to be measurably suspended, and the 
superintendent would be compelled to employ one 
at his own expense, or suffer the business to be 
negiected, if this bill was not passed. He hoped 
that the rule would be suspended, and the bill 
permitted to progress. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rule—yeas 95, nays 67; 
two-thirds being necessary. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rule setting 
aside this day for the consideration of private bills, 
in order that the House should proceed with the 
consideration of the appropriation bills; which 
| was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a 


| report, pursuant to a resolution, in relation to the 
| marine hospital fund, &c., which was laid on the 


table and ordered to be printed. 
A bill for the relief of Richard T. Archer, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


CLAIM OF RICHARD W. MEADE. 


| On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the House re- 
| solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
| Warp in the chair,) and took up and considered 
| the bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
| Richard W. Meade. 

| The bill having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. ARCHER called for the reading of the 
report on the claim by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The report was accordingly also read by the 
| Clerk. 
| Mr. ARCHER then supported the claim at 
| some length, going into a minute detail of all the. 
| circumstances out of which it grew. The Gov- 
| ernment of the United States had put it out of the 
| power of the claimant to collect this debt from 
| Spain, by the solemn stipulations of atreaty. In 
| pursuance of these stipulations, our Government 
| had received a certain sum of mouey for various 
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justice to every American citizen. 
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claims, including this, and paid out the whole '! claim, since it was one which he had investigated 


amount to others than the present claimant. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, recapitulaied the cir- | 


cumstances attendant on the execution of the 
treaty between the United States and Spain, by 
which Florida was ceded to the former. In an- 
ewer to an inquiry of the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia, (Mr. Ancuer,| Mr. W. said the United States 


did, by the terms of that treaty, assume the claims | 
of our citizens against that Government. 1 


Mr. POLK regretted that some members of the 
committee had not prepared themselves to meet 
this bill. It wasan old acquaintance in the House, 
and had long ago been rejected Ly a vote of more 
than two to one. Mr. P. opposed the validity of 


the claim at considerable length, and gave a suc- || 
cinct statement of the former proceedings both of |) 


Congress and of a commission appointed for the 
purpose several years ago in reference to it. If 
the House adopted this bill, they would be reopen- 
ing a mass of claims to an amount of not less than 
thirty-nine millions of dollare, which would come 
under the same principle. Mr. P. also contended 
that there was no additional evidence presented at 
this time more than was before the Spanish com- 
miseion, and on which they had heretofore adju- 
dicated, and appealed to the honorable chairman 
of the committee if this was not so, 

Mr. ARCHER eaid if the bill should pass, he 

yas given to underetand that additional tesumony 
would be adduced. 

Mr. POLK said, then he was right; there wae 
no evidence before the [louse then was before the 
commission; and, by passing the bill, the House 
would be entertaining an appeal from a tribunal of 
its own creation, to the hezard of many millions 
of the public treasury. Mr. P. eaid if he could 
believe there was one dollar due to this individual 
claimant, he would cheerfully lend his feeble aid 
towards its recovery. Ee sincerely desired strict 
He concluded 
by expressing a wish that the bill might not be 
decided upon to-day, but a further time might be 
given for its investigation, 

Mr. ARCUIER asked for the reading of the 
bill, by which the House would perceive that it 
embraced no appropriation, but simply directed an 
investigation to be made by the Attorney General 
and two Auditors. 

The bill having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. POLK called for the reading of the bill of 
1828, which having been done, Mr. P. said the 
firsttwo sections of both bills were the same; but 
the one before the House contained a provision 
for the payment of theclaim, should a decision be 
meade in its favor, which was not in the former 
one. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was not aware before 
that the bill contained a clause for the payment of 
the claim. He moved that this clause be stricken 
out. j 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, called for 
the reading of adocument which had some bearing 
on the question. ‘The report of the committee of 
1826 was then read by the Clerk. 

Me. E. said it was true that the bill of 1828 was 
lost by a vote of two to one; but he would remind 
the House that, in 1826, the same bill passed by 
a majority of not less than two to one, and the 
honorabie gentleman from Tennessee voted in the 
aflirmative. 

Mr. POLK said the bill of 1826 was brought 
on ata late hour of the evening, atthe heel of the 
session, and he would admit that he did vote, as 
perhaps others did, in the dark as to the facts, and 
without having given the subject due examina- 
tion. Mr. P. also remembered that his vote was 
quoted against him on occasion of the rejection 
of the bill of 1828, and he then gave a similar 
expianation, 

Mr. EVERETT continued to advocate the 
claim, which, he contended, was founded in truth 
and justice, and rested upon its own merits, with- 
out reference to the other claims alleged by the 
gentleman from Tennessee to be involved in the 
same principle. He could see no evil that could 
result from its reference to a board for investiga- | 
tion. 

Mr. HARDIN said, he regretted that business | 
of another character had compelled him to be 
absent during the greater part of this discussion; 
but he desired to give his sentiments on this | 


at aformer session. He would proceed, if it was 
the pleasure of the committee, but as the hour 
was late, he moved that the cémmittee rise. 

The motion being agreed to, the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 17, 1835. 
The bill to authorize the superintendent of In- 


dian affairs at St. Louis to appoint a clerk, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PAPERS OF GENERAL WASHINGTON, 


Mr. TURRILL submitted the following joint 
resolution; which was postponed to Monday next: 
Resolved by the Senate andl Houce of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of State, whenever the same 
shall come into his possession, be authorized and 


required to deliver to the Secretary of War such | 


of the documentary evidence and papers purchased 
of the heirs of General Washington, as will be 
serviceable in the adjustment of pension claims 
pending in the War Department. 


PETITIONS. 


Petitions on leave were presented by— 

Mr. HANNEGAN, of Indiana; 

{Mr. II presented a memorial and joint resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of Indiana, 
relative to the establishment of a port of entry at 
the town of Lafayette, on the Wabash river, in 
said State; and moved that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce; which was ac- 
cordingly done. | 

Mr. SCULEY, of Georgia; 

Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri; 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, and 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts; 

Which were appropriately referred. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE WAR ANDNAVY DEPART- 
MENTS. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, asked the House 
to consider two resolutions which he had (by per- 


_miasion) laid upon the table a few days since— 


requesting the Secretaries of the War and Navy 
Departments, respectively, to furnish ccpies and 
statements of the items and averezates of the com- 
pensation, accountsof the officers of the army and 
navy, including all stated and special allowances 
of every description, for the two last years, and 
showing, also, their travel, and grades, and where 
stationed, and what servicesthey have performed. 

Mr. M. said, that he had been informed, since 


| these resolutions have been laid upon the table, 
| that it was not probable they could be answered 
| in season to permit any action of the House upon 
| the subject at this session, and wishing to afford 
'the departments ample time to make full and 
accurate reports, he would take occasion now to 


say, that on the coming in of such reports at the 
next session, he would ask for the appointment 
of a committee, to consider and thoroughly inves- 
tigate the subject in the hope that ample, equal, 
and even liberal justice, might be done to all the 
officers engaged in those branches of the public 
service. 

The resolutions were then taken up, modified 
by the mover, and adopted, in the following form: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 


| ed to communicate to this House an abstract of 


the items of all accounts and claims for the com- 
pensation and allowances of every kind for the two 
last fiscal years, distinguishing each year ending 
30th September, 1834, of the generals, colonels, 
lieutenant colonels, majors, and captains of the 
army, and also of all officers attached to the en- 
gineer and topographical departments, which 
have been actually paid and allowed, with a gene- 


| ral statement showing also the aggregate pay and 


emoluments, including all stated and special al- 
lowances paid and allowed to each commission 
officer of the army, name and rank of every grade 
for each year aforesaid, and the aggregate of the 
whole; and showing, also, the places from and to 


which, and the computed distance between such | 


places, and the amount for which transportation 


| has been allowed and paid to each officer of the 





| army, and where stationed, and what services each 
| has performed. 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
| requested to communicate to this House ‘an ab- 
| stract of the items of all the accounts and claims 
|| for compensation end allowances of every kind 
|| for the two last fiscal years, distinguishing each 
year, ending 30th September, 1834, of the cap- 
tains, masters commandant, lieutenants, pursers, 
-and navy agents of the navy, with a general state- 
| ment, showing also the aggregate pay and emolu- 
| ments, including all stated and special allowances 
actually paid and allowed to each commissioned 
| officer of the navy, by name and rank, of every 
|| grade, and where stationed (excepting midship- 
| men) for each year aforesaid, and the aggregate 
of the whole; showing, also, the places from and 
to which, and the computed distance between such 
places, and the amount for which transportation 
|| or travel has been allowed and paid to each officer 
of the navy, and where each is stationed, and what 
services each has performed. 


The following resolution submitted on Thurs- 
| day last, by Mr. EWING, of Indiana, was con- 
|| sidered and agreed to: 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
|| quested to cause the late annual report of the 
| engineer department to be reéxamined in relation 
to an alleged inaccuracy in the amount of uiiex- 
pended appropriations heretofore made to construct 
'| the national road in the State of Indiana, and 
transmit to this House as speedily as may be prac- 
| tieable, the result, together witha statement show- 
ing the sum that now remains unexpended, and 
that which will actually be available for payment 
of labor on said road in Indiana, durimg the ap- 
proaching seasen. 





| On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the benefit of the preémption law to all 
| persons who were actual settlers, or had made im- 
| provements on the public lands with the intention 

of becoming settlers prior to the first day of Jan- 

uary, 1835. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, 

Resclved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed td inquire into the expediency of 
granting to the State of Ohio a quantity of land 
equal to that which has been sold by the officers 
of the General Government within the limits of the 
grant formerly made by Congress to that State, to 
aid m the extension of the Miami canal since the 

| passage of the act making said grant. Also,a 
quantity equal to twenty-five sections, in addition 

| to the original grant, the whole to be selected from 

| the alternate sections now reserved from sale along 

| the line of the Miami canal in that State. 

On motion of Mr. JARVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
| Means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
| cy of regulating by law the number of clerks to be 

employed in the Departments of State, of the 
| Treasury, of War, of the Navy, and of the Post 

Office, in such manner, as to prevent the introduc- 
| tion into the appropriation bills of appropriations 
| for extra clerk hire, or arrears of clerk hire not 
| provided for in any existing laws. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill authorizing the county commis- 
_sioners of Joe Davies county to purchase of the 
| United States, at the minimum price of the public 
lands, for the use.and benefit of the county afore- 
| said, the section of land embracing the town of 
| Galena. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of creating 
| acollection district in the State of Louisiana, to 

.| include all the coast from the Petite Aure Bayou, 

| where it empties into the Vermillion Bay, to the 

Sabine river, and also inquire into the expediency 

of establishing ports of entry on suitable points 
on the Bay, on Vermillion, and the river Mer- 
mentau, and Calcasieu, in ssid district. 

On motion of Mr. CHINN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of. 

| fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 





1835. 


the expediency of establish 
Yarnlau church, in Richmond city, Virginia, to 
Henderson’s river, in Northumberland county. 
On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of liquida- 
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ing a post route from || ‘ be directed to audit the accounts of the members 
| * of the committee appointed by this House on the 


| € 26th day of June last, for investigating the condi- 


ting the accounts of William Newland and D.M. | 


Rice, for attendance on, and supplies furnished 


| 


two soldiers of the United States Army, whilst 
sick and on furlough. 


On motion of Mr. BEAUMONT, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


| 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of paying to Ann Wilson, widow of Val- | 
entine Wilson, a revolutionary soldier, the amount | 


of his pension arrears from the 4th March, 1831, 
to the time of his death, 4th July, 1833. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, 


fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 


the expediency of establishing a mail route from | 


Mount Carmel, by Coffington, Albion, Leech’s 

Mills, and Fairfield, to Salem, all in the State of 

lilinois. 

EXTENSION OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY. 
Mr. REYNOLDS submitted the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


extending the Federal judiciary to all the States | 


in the Union alike, and report thereon. 

Mr. REYNOLDS remarked that he did not 
pretend to be more patriotic and more able to 
bring this subject before the House than any 


other Representative from the new States; but he | 
could not remain a disinterested spectator and | 
know that the new States were not on an equal | 


footing with the other States. 
one of the new States, and knowing and experi- 
encing the feelings and situation of them, in this 


He was raised in | 


respect, he could not rest satisfied on this sub-_ 


ject until all enjoyed the same privileges and ad- 
vantages. The new States could not tax the soil 


within their limits like the other States, and, in| 


fact, labored under many inconveniences which 
the latter did not. 
mention of this subject was sufficient to enable 


He conceived that the mere | 


this enlightened body to do justice to the new | 


Siates, and that was all he desired or asked. 


Mr. ARCHER observed that the subject was | 


already brought before the Committee on the 
Judiciary by the message of the President. 

It being further suggested that a bill on this 
subject was in a state of preparation— 

Mr. REYNOLDS remarked that he was not 
heretofore aware of these facts. 
the President always did right on this subject— 


he did not allude to his late message in particular. | 


He knew that | 


But as the subject was before the Committee on | 


the Judiciary, the object was answered, and he |) 


would therefore withdraw the resolution; which 
he did. 


AUDITING HOUSE ACCOUNTS. 


The following -resolution, which had been 
agreed to by the House, then came up for recon- 
sideration, of which notic® had been given on a 
former day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Contin- 
gent Expenses of the House be directed to audit 
the accounts of the members of the committee ap- 
pointed by the House of Representatives on the 
26:h day of June last, for investigating the condi- 
tion and proceedings of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, at the rate of compensation paid tothe com- 
mittee for preparing a code of laws for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, of which Philip Doddridge, 
Esq., was chairman, viz: eight dollars per day 
during the recess, without any other allowance. 

_Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the resolution, for the purpose, as he stated, 
of moving an amendment thereto. 7 

The motion was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. MANN then said he had, with some little 
care, prepared an amendment to this resolution, 
which he begged to offer to the consideration of 
the Elouse. 

The amendment was then read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

Strike out all after the word resolved and insert, 

‘* That the Committee on Accounts of this House 


| 





‘tion and proceedings of the Post Office Depart- 
*ment, and allow each member of such committee 
‘at the rate of eight dollars per day, (including a 
* reasonable time for their traveling respectively to 
‘the seat of Government,) during the time they 
* have actually been engaged at the Post Office De- 
‘ partment, up to the commencement of the present 
* session.” 


Mr. M. proceeded by saying he would take 
this occasion to remark, that in a consultation 
with several gentlemen of the House, it had been 
suggested as a matter of justice to this committee, 
to allow them, in addition to what was proposed, 
their usual mileage for travelling expenses, and to 
that suggestion Mr. M. would yield, by a modi- 


j ti ? . a 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- | fication of his amendment, ifany gentleman wished 


to propose it. Ele would do so for this reason, 
that when gentlemen were called away on public 
business, their affuirs at home must necessarily 
suffer; and he was willing, upon principle, that 
they should be paid the same as in an extra ses- 
sion of Congress. The resolution as amended by 
him, would give each of these gentlemen about 
$550, which many of them, perhaps, would be 
disposed to consider as an inadequate compensa- 
tion; but whether it would be deemed sufficient 
by the House, he was not prepared to say. Ile 
repeated, he would submit the amendment, and if 
any gentleman felt disposed to modify it, by 
allowing the usual travelling expenses of mem- 
bers, Mr. M. would accept the modification. 

Mr.WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was will- 
ing to grant the members of this committee a full, 
adequate, and just compensation; for there could 
be no question that their duties had been many and 
arduous; but he was at a loss to perceive how this 
could be done in the manner proposed, conform- 
able to the laws at present in force. The laws 
regulating the pay of members had not been re- 
pealed, and, until they were, he could not perceive 
how they could, constructively, allow this commit- 
tee the extra pay of mileage. These gentlemen 
had not performed the journey twice; they came 
to this city but once, and he thought it neither 
reasonable nor proper that they should be twice 
paid. ‘That they should be paid eight dollars per 
diem he thought just, but not double mileage. 

Mr. GILLET would inform the gentleman from 
North Carolina, that he knew one of the members 
of the committee who did return home. Hecame 
to this city, spent a considerable time here, and 
returned to his family; so that one, at least by the 
gentleman’s own principle, would be entitled to 
his allowance of mileage. 

Mr. MILLER said he could see no necessity 
whatever for the passage of this resolution. The 
law had fixed the compensation of members, and 
it was alleged that thiscommittee met on the first 
of September. Well, that was nothing more 
than a prolongation of the session, or an anticipa- 
tion of the meeting of Congress. Their duties 
were precisely similar to those they would have 
had to perform during the session, and nothing 
more, and he could see no necessity for giving 
them more than the law fixed, viz: eight dollars 
aday. This could be given them without the 
resolution proposed. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, begged to make a 
single remark in reference to what had fallen from 
the gentlernaan from North Carolina, whose opin- 
ions, on such subjects, he was bound to treat with 
respect. Mr. M. had drawn this resolution, giv- 
ing the members of the committee eight dollars a 
| day for the time they were actually engaged; and 
he only said, that it had been suggested to him by 


he had said that if such a modification were pro- 
| posed, he would accept it. That, having been 
engaged during the vacation, their necessary busi- 
| ness at home must have been neglected, and this 
| offered a reason for the extra pay, though it was 

not embraced in his amendment. The gentleman 

from North Carolina said we could not do this 
| without changing the law. Mr. M. knewthe law 
| was peremptory on this subject; but he had sup- 
| posed it competent for the H 


| its own contingent fund, and it was upon that 
| principle he relied. 


sesteel ateaieshan to give them the mileage, and | 


ouse to appropriate 
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As to the remark of the honorable member from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mitter,]} that these gentle- 
men would be entitled to their pay of eight dollars 
a day, as a matter of night, without a resolation, 
Mr. M. had supposed it necessary, in consequence 
of its being a special expenditure, out of the ordi- 
nary course, and beyond the power of the Com- 
mittee on the Contingent Expenses of the House; 
and he understood that that committee had here- 
tofore refused, or had, in the present instance, 
refused to audit these accounts. 

Now, for the resofution as drawn up by himself. 
It would give the members of this committee pay 
for sixty-nine days—their session commencing in 
this city on the first or second of September, ex- 
clusive of the time spent in travelling, amounting, 
in round numbers, to about $550. ‘The original 
resolution embraced the whole period of time trom 
the adjournment of the last session of Congress, 
on the 30th June. 

Mr. M. said, he understood the practice had 
been settled heretofore, that committees engaged 
in the business, and by order of the House, should 
be paid their necessary travelling expenses. Such 
was the case last session in regard to the commit- 
tee appointed to investigate the affairs of the Bank 
of the United States, who were paid their mileage 
between the seat of Government and the city of 
Philadelphia, and no more; their wages as mem- 
bers of Congress went on; but they paid all their 
others, except travelling expenses. In conclusion, 
he would remark, that notwithstanding the objec- 
tions of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Wicuiams,] the House could appropriate as much 
of its own contingent fund as it thought proper. 
Mr. M. would observe that he was by no means 
particularly disposed to give those gentlemen an 
extraordinary or an unusual compensation, but he 
was disposed to treat them with liberality. 


Mr. GILLET then offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

** And that those who came to Washington on 
‘ said business, and returned home before the com- 
*‘mencement of the present session of Congress, 
‘ be allowed their extra travel and their per diem 
‘allowance while attending on said committee, 
‘and no more.”’ 


Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, said, he was 
opposed to both amendments, because he consid- 
ered them unfair, unequal, and unjust in their oper- 
The reason assigned by one gentleman 

for allowing this extra compensation was, that the 
usual daily pay was insufficient. ‘That might be 
true. They have doubtless attended there at an 
extra expense, and neglected their business, but 
he did not think this offered a satisfactory reason 
for double mileage. Besides, it should be remem- 
bered, that some of these gentlemen resided at 
| comparatively a small distance from this city, and 
others at a very remote distance, and, therefore, 
paying them in the way proposed would be draw- 
| ing a great distinction in the cases, and be no crite- 
rion. One would receive very little, and anothera 
greatamount. It was well known thatof the com- 
pensation received by members of Congress none 
was so ample as that of mileage. Some received 
no less than three thousand dollars mileage, in 
coming to, and returning from Washington, while 
that of others did not amount to a hundred dollars. 
This was the ground of his objection to the first 
amendment. With regard to the second—itseems 


| that some one or more members of the committee 


took occasion to return home to attend to their 


| private affairs, and it was proposed not only to 


pay them their eight dollars a day during their 
absence, but also their mileage for going and re- 
turning. This would be rewarding them, not for 
attending to their public duties, but for going home 
to attend to their private concerns, and abandon- 
ing the former. If additional compensation be 
necessary anywhere, it ought to be bestowed 
rather upon those who remained at their post than 
upon those who went away. 

Mr. CROCKETT said, he should oppose both 
amendments, for he thought the usual pay of eight 
dollars a day ample. It was nonsense to talk 
| about its being a sacrifice to come there, for, if it 
| was, they would not see so many grasping to be 
members of Congress. He considered eight 

dollars a day a sufficient remuneration for any 
man, le’ his business be what it may. 
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Mr. FILLMORE opposed the claim for extra | the per diem allowance of eight dollars per day, 
mileage, and said it was nothing more thana pro- |, 


tracted session, or an anticipation of the session, | 
so far as the committee were concerned, and he 
was willing to give them what the law allowed, 
but no more. 

Mr. MANN wished to offer a few words of 
explanation. Thegentleman from Virginia seemed 
to suppose that Mr. M.’s amendment proposed to 
pay the committee for all the time of the recess; 
this was not the case; it only proposed to give 
them eight dollars a day for the time they were 
actually engaged in the performance of their duty. 
He had said that if that should be considered in- 
adequate, and any gentleman moved an addition, 
he would not oppose it, but would accept it as a 
modification. One of Mr. M.’scolieagues proposed 
to give them something for going home to attend 
to—their elecuons, for we might as well call things 
by their right names. 

Mr. FILLMORE. It proposed to pay them 
eight dollars a day, including *‘ a reasonable time 
for their travelling respectively to the seat of Gov- 
ernment,”’ and Mr. F'. would like to know what 
was meant by *‘a reasonable time?’’ Was it to 
be a day’s pay for every twenty miles?—for that 
was the principle fixed by the law—or how was 
it to be fixed ? f was immaterial what the amount 
was, the principle was the same, and, as he said 
beiore, it would be paying them, he would even 
say rewarding them, for going home to attend to 
their private business. He was disposed to act 
liberally, and was willing to allow them for the 
whole ume from the commencement of their ses- 
gion, unul that of Congress, whether they were 
occupied the whole time on the public business or 
not. Elis honorable colleague asked if Congress 
had not power to pay this extra allowance out of 
its contingent fund. Mr. F. would ask if these 
persons were to be paid as commissioners or as 
members of Congress? If as commissioners, an 
act of appropriauon must be passed, if as mem- 
bers of Congress, the existing laws already regu- 
lated and fixed what was to be done. The case 
of the Bank investigating committee had been 
cited as a precedent, but it was not in point, since 
that committee had to travel out of their usual route; 
whereas in the case before us the members travelled 
from their residences direct to this city, which they 
must have done if they had not been on the com- 
mittee. Mr. IF’, declared his intention of opposing | 
any proposition for extra allowance. 

Mr. WARDWELL said, as this seemed to be 
a New York affair, he would make a few brief 
remarks. The gentleman who spoke last did not 
seem to-understand what the law was. If Mr. 
W.’s recollection was correct, it was that no mem- 
ber of that House was entitled to any pay unless 
he attended, and if any member went away with- 
out leave, he was also not entitled to pay. He 
could claim it only for actual attendance upon the 
duties of the House. Mr. W. said he was op- 
posed to the amendment; not for the reasons as- 
signed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who 
said that those who came from the greatest dis- 
tance had the advantage. Mr. W. thought other- 
wise, and that those who lived near home had the 
advantage, for they could have a holiday every 
week, and were not only near enough to give 
prompt orders about their private affairs, but they 
might go home every Saturday night. In this 
case, Mr. W. contended, the House had no power 
to order the extra mileage, or any more than the 
lawful eight dollars per diem. lle even doubted 
whether they had power to pay them as a com- 
mittee, butatall events, he was decidedly opposed 
to paying them more than that. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON said, it was his intention 
to submit a very few remarks tothe House. He | 
observed, that it was a proper occasion to state, 
emphatically, that he was opposed to the practice 
lately introduced of appointing committees to do 
in the recess what ought to be done during the 
session of Congress. He hoped that the practice 
would hereafter cease. It could not, in his opin- 
ion, be justified; nor did he think the people 
would sanction it, whenever the subject was iIn- || 
vestigated; but having been driven into the meas- | 
ure in self-defence, on account of the committee | 
created by the Senate, it had become our duty to | 
fix the rate of compensation to the members, and || 
he was for paying them neither more nor less than |! 


| penses of the committee. 
| rule of paying what we all got whiie in session, 
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which all of the members received. Mr. J. said, 
that it was objected that the per diem allowance 
embraced the whole recess, and was not limited 
to the number of days which the committee had 
been engaged in this city. He understood that 
the duty of the committee was coextensive with 
the Confederacy, and not confined to this ten 
mules square. it extended alike to Maine and St. 
Louis, and beyond; our post offices existed every- 
where; our mail stages and mail coaches were run- 
ning everywhere, aud he supposed that the com- 
mittee extended to a minute examination of every- 
thing which concerned the department, of matters 
and things in general. 
confined to this place, and if the committee had 





: Se : 
| A bill continuing the Office of Commissioner of 
| Pensions. 


| The bill for the relief of Richard T. Archer was 
| 


‘The commission was not |, 


performed thisarduous duty, they deserved pay for | 


every day of the recess, and he would not suppose 
for a moment that any member of the committee 
had been deficient. He expected that every mem- 
ver of the committee had so devoted his time to 


his duty, wherever he was, that hecould not, and || 
It was an | 


did not, attend to any other business. 


interrupuion of his time, and occupied his mind. | 


It this was not the case, he would not be willing 
to give full wages. 


He recollected that during | 


the last session, a sufficient mass of documents | 


had been reported to require two months to ex- | emigrated to Spain, and there embarked in very 


amine and understand them. This, he understood, | 


was performed by the committee—no doubt the | 
mass of useless documents would be found to be | 
pretty much like two grains of wheat in a bushel | 


cf chafi—yet they were documents, and required 
examinauon, and close examination. He had 
conversed with several members of the committee, 


and he understood from them that they were fully | 


as much employed during the recess as members 
of Congress during a session, for which we receive 
by law, and by the wil of our constituents, eight 
dollars per day. 
of compensation could be devised, he should vote 
for the original proposition; and he wished to give 


so much by the day, and not allow mileage, or go || 


into constructive journeys, or the contingent ex- 


wedid not know what we should give, and he 


| wished to know precisely the amount given, and 
| then there was no deception or uncertainty. 


Mr. J. said he should not trouble the Llouseany 
longer on the subject. ‘The whole amount would 
soon be expended in debate. 
wailing to ake whatever the House would grant, 
and he should be contented and satisfied, what- 


Unless, therefore, a better mode | 


If we deparied from the | 


Thecommittee were || 


ever it might be; but, for his part; he would vote | 


for paying a reasonable compensation to the ser- 
vants of the people, if those servants were faithful, 
which, in the present instance, he believed to be 
the case. For his part, he would say, that, while 
he would make any sacrifice for his country, if 


duty cailed for it, yet, for money, he would not | 


have undertaken and executed what had been 


proposed. 


‘Lhe discussion was here arrested by a call, by || she could not herself recover from the aggressing 


Mr. ASHLEY, for the orders of the day; which | 


prevailed—yeas 86, nays 72. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


Jowing communications: 


A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the 23d ultimo, trans- 


mitting the amount of expenditures heretofore | 


made under certain specific heads, fortifications, 
internal improvements, light-houses, &c., &c.; 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a list of the clerks in his department 
and their compensation; laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
covering statements of the situation of the several 


banks in the District of Columbia; referred to the 1 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 
SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the Senate were read | 


twice and committed: 


' 


| could not subscribe to this doetrine. 
done by the committee, for double the amount | 


read a third time and passed. ; 
CLAIM OF RICHARD W. MEADE. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. ARCHER, 
| went into committee (Mr. Warp in the chair) 
_on the bill for the benefit of the representatives of 
| Richard W. Meade, deceased. 
| Mr. HARDIN said, in rising to oppose this 

claim, he labored under many embarrassments. 
_ Among these, the most prominent were its pre- 
| sentation by one of the standing committees of the 
House, and that committee distinguished, perhaps 
| above others, for the eminent standing and talents 
of its members. Another source of embarrassment 
| might be found in the circumstance that the claim 
involved the essential interests of a widow and 
female orphans. This circumstance had, no doubt, 
operated on the generous feelings of various mem- 
bers; but he contended that in settling down on 
the propriety of allowing this claim, the subject 
must be divested of all such imposing aspects, 
Mr. H. here went into a history of the case under 
consideration. Hesaid Mr. Meade wasa resident 
of the city of Philadelphia until 1804, when he 


| extensive commercial transactions, in which he 
was engaged until 1816, when he was thrown into 
prison by the authorities of Spain, and remained in 
durance until May, 1818. He, that year, or the 
| year after, arrived in the United States. The 
| whole amount of the claim, Mr. H. said, was 
about $491,000, composed of various items, grow- 
_ing out of the contracts existing between Mr. 
| Meade and the Spanish Government; he having 
furnished that Government with flour and rice to 
the amount of $4,629,123, between the years 1809 
and 1814. This vast amount was chiefly for the 





|| supply of the Spanish army and the English troops 


_ under the command of Lord Wellington. Indeed, 
it was believed that those powers never could have 
sustained themselves against the forces of Napo- 
leon, had it not been for the supplies furnished by 
Mr. Meade. Mr. Ei. next adverted to the inves- 
tigation which this claim had received by the board 


| of commissioners appointed to settle the claims of 


‘| our citizens against Spain, and the opinion of 


| Judge White, one of those commissioners. He 
| then proceeded to show, that, according to the 
laws of nations, Mr. Meade having domiciliated 
himself in Spain, could claim no remedy from this 
Government, for the defalcation of Spain. But it 
had been said that by treaty we had given Spain 
_apretext for refusing to liquidate thisclaim. That 
| because, by the treaty securing the cession of 
| Florida, we had assumed the payment of five mil- 
‘lions of dollars of Spanish claims, and paid out 


| every dollar of the same, on authenticated claims, 


Mr. H. 
He pro- 
tested against the principle of making this Gov- 
| ernment furnish an indemnity for claims which 


we were bound to pay this claim also. 


nation. She did her best to obtain justice for her 
| citizens, and this was all thatcould reasonably be 
demanded of her. The proper evidence to sub- 
stantiate this claim had not been produced to the 
commissioners, and they decided (no doubt cor- 
| rectly) against it. 

| After quoting the opinion of a former Secre- 
| tary of State, Mr. H. said, that in seeking this 
claim from the Spanish Government, Mr. Meade 
had said, in a letter to the King, that he was en- 
thusiastic in the cause, for the support of which 
his supplies were furnished. That he had em- 
barked heart and hand in the cause of Spain and 
Wellington against France. And what was the 
/result? After the Eagies of France were driven 
from the soil of Spain, those very troops, the 
veterans of Wellington, were sent over here to war 
with us? But he thanked God they met witha 
| different reception. They knew not the Amer- 
ican character; and dearly did those very men, sus- 
| tained by the supplies of Mr. Meade, pay the price 
| of their temerity. And now, forsooth, Mr. M. 
comes forward and asks us to pay fer the flour he 
furnished to Wellington’s army—for feeding the 
| enemies of the United States. Mr. H. said, in 





A bill for the relief of Absalom Lynch, of Mis- | the language of the Secretary, just quoted, he 


sissippi; and 


} 
j 


thought this claim, of all others, should be the last 
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